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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  7 Harry and the Pirates The Romance and Reality of Piracy in Hemingway’s To Have and Have Not Susan F. Beegel Oh, better far to live and die Under the brave black flag I fly Than play a sanctimonious part With a pirate head and a pirate heart W. S. Gilbert, The Pirates of Penzance In To Have and Have Not, Professor MacWalsey calls Key West “The Gibral tar of America” after the port that guards the narrow entrance to the Mediter ranean, once haunted by Barbary pirates (135). Key West and its sister port of Havana guard opposite sides of the Straits of Florida—a strategic entrance to and exit from both the Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean Sea. The island belongs to the historic marinescape of piracy, that part of the ocean world once known as the Spanish Main. The Florida Keys with their 220-mile-long protective coral barrier, their surrounding maze of more than 1,600 uninhabited mangrove islands, and their proximity to Cuba, Mexico, South and Central America, as well as the busy international shipping lanes of the Straits and the Yucatan Channel, have been a den for pirates almost since Ponce de León discovered them in 1530. The tradition of oceangoing crime is unbroken from the sixteenth century, when fierce Elizabethan sea dogs, epitomized by Sir Francis Drake, ma- 108 Chapter 7 rauded these waters, “seeking in one deft move both to singe the Spaniard’s beard and to line their . . . pockets with gold and silver” (Rediker 57), to our own time with its thriving trade in “cocaine, refugees, and revolution” (G. Murphy 54). Key West’s piratical history helped inspire Ernest Hemingway’s To Have and Have Not, a gritty Depression-era novel of smuggling illegal aliens, rum, guns, and revolutionaries across the Florida Straits. The novel belongs to a literary tradition that began not long after Spain sold Florida to the young United States in 1819 and Key West was settled in 1820. The first mentions of the Keys in American literature involve piracy (see Voyer), beginning in 1822, when The Narrative of the Capture, Sufferings, and Escape of Captain Barnabas Lincoln and His Crew was published, recounting the trials of men taken by Mexican pirates off Key Largo. In 1825, we have Narrative of the Shipwreck of the Brig Betsy and the Murder of Five of her Crew by Pirates by Daniel Collins. The Betsy’s crew, shipwrecked on an uninhabited mangrove island, was captured by fishermen and sold to pirates. The 1830s bring the first mention of Key West in literature, “Death of a Pirate,” from John James Audubon’s Ornithological Biography (G. Murphy 27–31). The pirates in these nineteenth-century narratives of maritime misdeeds have since become real estate developers, environmental rapists, anti-Castro militants, and drug dealers, but the literary tradition they began continues today in the vibrant crime fiction characterizing not only the Florida Keys, but also South Florida. Contemporary writers such as John D. MacDonald, Carl Hiaasen, Thomas McGuane, John Leslie, and James Hall were alike hardboiled in the steaming waters of the Gulf of Mexico. They are also the descendants of Ernest Hemingway, himself the principal literary scion of Key West’s piratical heritage. In To Have and Have Not, with a style that would powerfully influence his successors, Hemingway combined the tough-guy hero and wisecracking dialogue of Dashiell Hammett’s The Maltese Falcon (1930) with the literary naturalism of Jack London’s The Sea Wolf (1904) for a graphic look at Depression-era piracy in the Keys. As we begin to explore Hemingway’s indebtedness to the pirate tradition, it is important to establish that first and foremost his crime writing is harshly realistic. Hemingway, like the maritime historian David Cordingly, understood that actual piracy was not a subject for romance: [44.192.75.148] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 07:05 GMT) The Romance and Reality of Piracy in To Have and Have Not 109 Pirates were not maritime versions of Robin Hood and his Merry Men. Piracy, like rape, depended on the use of force or the threat of force, and pirate attacks were frequently accompanied by extreme violence, torture, and death. . . . Seamen who resisted a pirate attack were hacked to death and thrown over the side. The typical plunder was not chests full of doubloons and pieces of eight, but a few bales of silk and cotton, some barrels of tobacco, an anchor cable, some spare... 
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