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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  3 The Moorish Fashion . . . los castellanos, lejos de sentir repulsión hacia los pocos musulmanes refugiados en su último reducto de Granada, se sintieron atraı́dos hacia aquella exótica civilizacio ́n, aquel lujo oriental en el vestuario, aquella espléndida ornamentación de los ediﬁcios, aquella extraña manera de vida, aquel modo de cabalgar, de armarse y de combatir, aquella esmerada agricultura en la vega granadina . . . la mauroﬁlia, en ﬁn, se hizo moda. —Ramón Menéndez Pidal, España y su historia [the Castilians, far from feeling any repulsion toward the few Muslims taking refuge in their last holdout of Granada , felt attracted toward that exotic civilization, that oriental luxury of dress, that splendid ornament in the buildings, that strange way of life, that mode of riding, arming oneself, and ﬁghting, that painstaking agriculture in the plain of Granada . . . Maurophilia, in sum, became fashionable.] Tanta Zaida y Adalifa, Tanta Draguta y Darafa, Tanto Azarque y tanto Adulce, Tanto Gazul y Abenámar; Tanto alquicer y marlota Tanto almaizar y almalafa, Tantas empresas y plumas, Tantas cifras y medallas; Tanta roperı́a mora, Y en banderillas y adargas Tanto mote y tantas motas,¡Muera yo si no me cansan! [So much Zaida and Adalifa, so much Draguta and Darafa , so much Azarque and so much Adulce, so much Gazul and Abenámar; so much alquicer and marlota, so The Moorish Fashion 61 much almaizar and almalafa, so many devices and feathers , so many ciphers and medals, so much trade in Moorish clothing; and, on banderillas and shields, so many mottos and ﬂecks, they’ll be the death of me!] There is an implicit tension in the philologist Ramón Menéndez Pidal’s well-known account of literary maurophilia. While the critic rightly recognizes the profound hybridization of Iberian culture, he nonetheless describes the relation between Christian and Moorish forms as an unconsummated ‘‘attraction’’ to a civilization cordoned off in Granada. By describing maurophilia as a fashion, moreover, he delimits its effects, reinscribing the exoticism dislodged by his initial account of the Spanish familiarity and fascination with all things Moorish, in much the same way as does the satiric ballad that is my second epigraph. Moreover, Menéndez Pidal’s contradictory passage is itself part of a much longer discussion of maurophilia in which he provides evidence of such a long-term engagement between Christians and Moors that the notion of a momentary fashion seems increasingly insufﬁcient. From this vantage point, the loud complaints of the ballad are most striking for their effort to circumscribe Moorishness to a literary vogue. This chapter explores the problem of the ‘‘Moorish fashion’’ in Spain in two registers: ﬁrst, I trace the long-term Christian fascination with Moorish attire to counter the notion of temporary maurophile attachments in Spanish dress. Clothing thus serves as a case study for analyzing what is at stake in the various characterizations of Iberian culture as marked by a Moorish fashion rather than a more profound hybridization. Second, I demonstrate that the characterization of maurophile ballads that thematize the shared sartorial culture as themselves a mere fashion obeys a similar dynamic, serving to diminish the ideological import of the genre. In both cases ‘‘fashion,’’ in the sense of fad, indicates a temporary, chance attachment in opposition to a longstanding familiarity or interaction. For purposes of this chapter, then, I consider fashion not as the complex semiotic system of rapidly changing dress that it represents in our more recent critical understanding, but as it has been used in evaluating maurophilia: as a reductive alternative to a more sustained engagement with Moorish costume and custom.1 While it is clear that a cultural phenomenon such as the romancero morisco resonates in a particular time and place, the assumption that its popularity has no deeper signiﬁcance because it is a vogue is deeply problematic. As I will argue, while the contemporary sa- [54.226.44.255] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 04:26 GMT) 62 Chapter 3 tiric responses to maurophile poetry attempt to write it off as a tiresome fashion, their loud protestations have occluded the much more complex relationship between that corpus and the contemporary debates on the place of Moorishness, and Moriscos, within Spain. Moorish Habits Although there is no Spanish equivalent for the resonant term fashion, connoting as it does in English the permanent making of subjects as well as their temporary attire,2 early modern Spain nonetheless obsessed over how... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780812207354
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780812221732
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					802048890
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					208
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2009

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	