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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  PREFACE TO T H E NEW EDITION PRAXIS AND ACTION was originally published in 1971,but it represents the culmination of my thinking during the previous decade. Although it is difficult to recapture the mood of philosophy in America at that time, it was a period when there was a consolidation of what has come to be called Anglo-American analytic philosophy. Whether influenced by logical empiricism, new developments in the philosophy of science, the technical achievements in formal logic, or the more informal approaches of ordinary language analysis and conceptual analysis practiced in England, the dominant intellectual concerns of many of the most prestigious philosophy departments were radically transformed. A quiet but dramatic revolution was taking place. The 1950s (when I was in graduate school) and the 1960s were an extremely fertile period for the publication of "classic" books and articles in analytic philosophy. But along with this important philosophic work, there was the pernicious growth and entrenchment of a powerful ideology, which unfortunately has still not completely disappeared. There was a smug conviction that the analytic styles of doing philosophy were the only legitimate ways of doing philosophy. They were taken to represent standards of clarity, rigor, precision, and argumentative finesse that were presumably lacking in philosophy as it had been traditionally practiced. A loaded question frequently asked was whether one "does philosophy" or only "teaches" the history of philosophy. Indeed, there was a denigration of the philosophic value of studying the history of philosophy and engaging with philosophic classics. The model adopted by many bright young philosophers was one that has proved so successful in the natural sciences. One needed to master only the most recent journal articles relevant to the specific problem being addressed. To the extent that there was any interest in the history of philosophy it was oriented to how it anticipated the new x P R E F A C E T O T H E N E W E D I T I O N "sophisticated" insight of analytic philosophers. American pragmatism represented by such figures as Peirce, James, Dewey, and Mead was marginalized. At best, it was viewed as a confused and fuzzyminded approach to problems which could now be handled in a much more "rigorous" manner. This was also the time of the "invention" of the continental-analytic split. From the perspective of many analytic philosophers, so-called continental philosophers simply weren't really doing philosophy, so there was no need even to read their works (except to expose the darkness, confusion, and obscurity from which analytic philosophy had liberated us). One should not be naive about the legacy of these ideological prejudices. They still prevail in many philosophy departments. But also during the 1960s there were some philosophers (I include myself) who resisted this ideology at the same time that we were learning to appreciate the value of the new analytic techniques and insights. (During my graduate education and teaching at Yale I had the good fortune to study and work closely with Carl G. Hempel, Arthur Pap, and Wilfrid Sellars.) But I was reading Carnap, Quine, and Wittgenstein with the same interest and enthusiasm that I was reading Hegel, Kierkegaard, Sartre, and Marx. Many analytic philosophers snickered at the thought that one could find anything of value in Hegel (they still do!). Hegel presumably represented the type of pomposity, obscurity, and muddled thinking from which analytic philosophy had escaped. At a time when it was thought that study of American pragmatic philosophers was better left to A~nerican Studies departments, I discovered the richness of this tradition. I wrote my first book on John Dewey. In writing Prclxis and Action I never conceived of myself as building "bridges" between different philosophic orientations or between "continental" and "Anglo-American" philosophy. On the contrary, I was convinced that no single orientation or style of thinking has an exclusive possession of philosophic insight. The philosophic task is to encounter vigorously different ways of philosophizing with hermeneutical sensitivity in order to understand what is being said and why. Such openness is not incompatible with boldly defending one's own distinctive philosophic commitments. On the contrary, this is a way of enriching and strengthening one's own philosophic claims. I believed then (and still believe) in the practice of engaged fallibilistic pluralism. a lesson that I learned from the American pragmatic tradition. [44.198.181.6] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 04:32 GMT) P R E F A C E T O... 
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