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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  July 1, 1858 73 Or are these the pranks of people in “supporting roles,” volunteer zealots and Nicholaevan gendarmes who are left without anything to do? Can it be that every power, even one that wishes to do good, is fated to have no other means of hearing the truth than when it is wrapped in completely servile phrases, and sweetened with vulgar ﬂattery? The language of a free man grates upon ears grown soft with the rhetoric of Byzantine eunuchs in guards uniform, old stewards in the livery of their late master.2 [. . .] Notes Source: “Slovoboiazn’,” Kolokol, l. 16, June 1, 1858; 13:281–82, 563. 1. Prince Alexander Mikhailovich Gorchakov (1798–1883) was appointed minister of foreign affairs in 1856. 2. Herzen then quotes passages from “Lackeys and Germans Refuse Permission” about those who would prevent the sound of The Bell from reaching the Winter Palace.  18  The Bell, No. 18, July 1, 1858. Herzen increasingly doubts the expediency of appealing to the authorities, although he still hopes that the tsar will reach out to the people. The image of the fairy-tale hero at the crossroads, faced with difﬁcult choices with serious repercussions, will reappear in The Bell, most notably in one of the ﬁnal issues (Doc. 100). Natan Eidelman saw in this article Herzen’s disillusionment with the government ’s program in a “concentrated” form; he also analyzes it for the reuse of phrases and arguments from letters to or from the author, evidently a common practice of Herzen in his journalism (Eidel’man, Svobodnoe slovo, 238). The Bell began to address a broader spectrum of readers than just the upper-class intelligentsia, who were the primary focus of early publications by the Free Russian Press. One of the ﬁnal items in this issue was Herzen’s announcement that the Holy Father had bowed to pressure from the Russian government and banned the sale of all Russian publications from London in his domain. Herzen was not surprised, since “inquisition is a papal activity,” and he half expected to hear that anathema had been pronounced on The Bell and its pages consigned to the ﬂames.  July 1, 1858 [1858] A year ago the ﬁrst issue of The Bell appeared. We stop for a moment and glance back at the path we have traveled… and feel sadness and heaviness in our hearts. 74 A Herzen Reader Meanwhile, in the course of this year one of our most ardent hopes has been realized; one of the greatest revolutions in Russia has begun, the one that we have predicted, craved, and called for since childhood—the liberation of the serfs has begun. But we don’t feel any better, and this year we almost took a step backward. The reason is obvious, and we will state it directly and steadfastly: Alexander II has not justiﬁed the hopes that Russia had at his coronation. Last June he still stood, like the hero of our fairy tales, at the crossroads—whether he would turn to the right or to the left no one knew. It seemed that he would without fail follow the path of development, liberation, construction… taking one step, and then another—but suddenly he thought better of it and turned From the left to the right.1 Maybe there is still time… but he is being hurried along by the palace coachmen, who are taking advantage of the fact that he does not know the road. And our Bell is ringing out to him that he has gone astray, ringing out Russia’s distress and the danger that he faces. But that is the problem—the powerful people of this world do not know how to either listen or remember. History lies before them, but it is not for them that it tells of the bitter experience of nations and of posterity’s harsh judgment of tsars. Not to make use of the remarkable position in which events in Europe and the previous reign left Alexander II is to such a degree absurd that it is difﬁcult to ﬁnd room in one’s head for it. Having the possibility of choosing one of two roles—Peter I or Pius IX— to choose Pius IX is the ultimate example of Christian meekness. “But,” they will tell us, “Peter I was a genius—geniuses aren’t born every century, and not every tsar who wants to be Peter I can succeed.” The thing is, to be Russia’s... 
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