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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  1 Introduction: Aspects of African American Rhetoric as a Field Keith Gilyard TO ENCAPSULATE ALL THE VARIOUS EFFORTS IN THE SCHOLARLY study of African American rhetoric would be a task virtually as daunting as if the object were to summarize all reportage and analysis of the Black experience overall. Voluminous attention has been devoted to Black discourses because such discourses have been the major means by which people of African descent in the American colonies and subsequent republic have asserted their collective humanity in the face of an enduring White supremacy and tried to persuade, cajole, and gain acceptance for ideas relative to Black survival and Black liberation. So immediately one recognizes the impracticality of trying to write definitively about such a vast network of activities in such limited space. What I attempt, therefore , is a meaningful historical sketch of a particular body of rhetorical scholarship, a choice that necessarily implies certain critical sacrifices. For example, I will forgo formal discussion of linguistics and the creative arts, although I possess impressive arguments why such truncation of rhetorical inquiry should not be carried too far. The very existence of African American Vernacular English (AAVE) inscribes a significant rhetorical situation, and the prevailing functional character of African American artistic expression renders problematic any move to divorce its production and any criticism thereof from the realm of rhetorical inquiry. Nonetheless, I maintain that it is useful, in order to actually get through one essay, to focus on what there is to say about Black persuasive or associative verbal practices beyond the specific linguistic items of AAVE, or Standard English for that matter, or on what is left to say of public discourse if one agrees to bracket texts that are literary or musical. What is left to say of strategy and method? The answer comprises the terrain that this essay explores. The focus is on what scholars 2 Keith Gilyard working taxonomically and employing rhetorical perspectives ranging from Aristotelian principles to Afrocentric conceptions have made of oratory by those of African descent in the United States. Of course, this approach also ignores what normally would be regarded as interpersonal communication. I am aware, too, how ultimately indefensible that decision is in the long run given that even one-on-one verbal interaction designed to elicit cooperation is surely rhetoric as well. However, some of the collections I mention, such as Language, Communication, and Rhetoric in Black America (A. Smith, 1972), do include such work that extends beyond the scope of this project. In addition, I recommend Thomas Kochman’s Rappin’ and Stylin’ Out (1972) and Michael Hecht’s African American Communication (1993). Serious analysis of African American oratory dates back to the nineteenth century. In the 1850s and 1860s, speeches by the likes of Frederick Douglass and Charles Langston were published and commented on in publications such as the Liberator and the Anglo American Magazine. By 1890, anthologies such as E. M. Brawley’s The Negro Baptist Pulpit were being produced. However, the first standard reference work on African American rhetoric, Negro Orators and Their Orations, was compiled by Carter G. Woodson in 1925. Woodson reveals himself to be of a classical bent methodologically. He liberally invokes such authorities as Demosthenes, Quintillian, and Cicero. He employs Aristotelian classifications, categorizing speeches as judicial, deliberative, or epideictic . Nonetheless, Woodson does move beyond the classical by positing Christian pulpit oratory as a fourth major category. Of course, Black orators did not get much practice with speeches of the judicial type, or the deliberative when deliberative is narrowly defined as being before legislative bodies. But by Woodson’s reckoning, Blacks excelled at the epideictic, or the occasional speech, and in the pulpit. By use of chapter headings, Woodson traces a movement from “The First Protest” to “Progressive Oratory,” with stops along the way that signal “More Forceful Attacks,” “Further Efforts for a Hearing,” “The Oratory of the Crisis,” “The Oratory of Defiance,” “Deliberative Oratory —Speeches of Negro Congressmen,” “Speeches of Negro Congressman Outside of Congress,” “Oratory in the Solution of the Race Problem,” “The Panegyric,” “Optimistic Oratory,” and “Occasional Oratory.” He cites as first examples of public protest against enslavement two speeches: one titled “Negro Slavery” by “Othello,” which was subsequently printed in 1787, and a second titled “Slavery,” which was signed “By a Free Negro” and printed in 1788. For more forceful ap- [18.232.115.247] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 18:14 GMT) Introduction 3 peals, he offers such examples as Peter Williams’s... 
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