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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Before his famed career as moral philosopher and economist, Adam Smith (1723–1790) was well known for a series of public lectures on rhetoric that he gave in Edinburgh and Glasgow. In this volume, Stephen J. McKenna provides the first booklength treatment of Smith’s rhetorical theory, focusing on his theory of rhetorical propriety —the means by which effective communication is adapted to the variables of subject, audience, speaker or writer, purpose, and moment—and the centrality of this concept to his thought. McKenna shows that Smith’s contribution to the theory of rhetorical propriety offers insights into the interdisciplinarity of rhetoric, particularly its relation to ethics, and has practical implications for the ways we conceive of and conduct rhetorical discourse and education today. “Through McKenna’s broad consideration of Smith’s entire corpus, he develops a strong reading of a man who deserves more attention than he has received from scholars of rhetoric. The book will be of great importance to scholars of the history of rhetoric and of eighteenth-century studies.” — S. Michael Halloran, coeditor of Hugh Blair’s Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles Lettres “This topic is relevant to the history of rhetorical thought and practice, and in McKenna’s hands, Smith becomes relevant to the study of current rhetorical practices, educational theories, and civic rhetoric/public literacy. An engaging book.” — Lynée Lewis Gaillet, editor of Scottish Rhetoric and Its Influences STEPHEN J. MCKENNA is Associate Professor of English and Media Studies and Director of The Rhetoric Program at The Catholic University of America. He is the coeditor (with Lewis Copeland and Lawrence W. Lamm) of The World’s Great Speeches: 292 Speeches from Pericles to Nelson Mandela, Fourth Enlarged Edition. A volume in the SUNY series, Rhetoric in the Modern Era Arthur E. Walzer and Edward Schiappa, editors State University of New York Press www.sunypress.edu COMMUNICATION ADAM SMITH The Rhetoric of Propriety STEPHEN J. MCKENNA ... 
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