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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Three Urban Institutions in the Third and Fourth Centuries 39§ hatever its explanation, the third-century decline of the epigraphic habit among Hispano-Roman elites is a historical reality. It cannot have helped but change the means by which these elites interacted and reckoned their status relative to one another. On the other hand, the decline of the epigraphic habit serves to disguise the fact that the basic structures of municipal life remained fundamentally unchanged during the period in which inscriptions become increasingly uncommon . Municipal magistracies survived, as is shown by chance inscriptional ﬁnds from the later third and fourth centuries. Thus we meet the third-century duovir of Mérida, L. Antestius Pap. Persicus, who was also a pontifex perpetuus of the city and whose son Antestius Antianus undoubtedly followed him into the curia.1 Another thirdcentury magistrate, L. Iunius Iusti f. Gal. Severus, was twice duovir of Liria and also held the priesthood of his city twice.2 A more important conﬁrmation of the basic continuity of municipal institutions into the later empire comes from what might seem an unlikely source, the canons of a church council that met at Elvira in the Baetican conventus of Astigi, perhaps as early as 302 or 303.3 Christianity ultimately worked very profound changes upon the urban life of Spain, but not until the middle of the ﬁfth century did it do so with decisive force. The canons of Elvira, by contrast, show the grave difficulties that the ﬁrst generation of fourth-century Christians had in integrating their faith into a townscape and an urban lifestyle that still worked along the lines laid out in the Flavian municipal law. The canons of Elvira are an important piece of evidence. For one thing, they show how far late third-century Christians had come from their apostolic roots in Jewish traditions. There is nothing here of the elaborate hypothesizing of the rabbinical Talmudic traditions nor any air of the parlor game that so frequently rises from Greek theology of the same period. Elvira addressed real problems faced by real members of the local Christian community. Many of those problems centered on the difficulty of reconciling the teachings of the church with the public responsibilities that urban institutions required. Thus, the nineteen bishops who had assembled at Elvira were called upon to rule about Christians who continued to perform their duties as ﬂamines after baptism, and also about those who ceased to burn incense to the imperial genius but continued to offer gifts of other sorts.4 The ﬂamines whose activities so exercised the bishops were facing a problem well-known from the early Christian period—daily life in the world of the Roman city was impregnated with rituals that were, ostensibly at least, religious and dedicated to pagan deities of one sort or another. Even if to many of their practitioners such activities were more or less religiously neutral, a part of the background ritual that made up people’s daily lives, to the committed Christian they were polluting commerce with demons. Many who thought of themselves as Christian, however, saw no contradiction in continuing with these habitual rituals while also professing their faith as Christians. Against such seemingly lukewarm Christians, early councils repeatedly fulminated. From the city of Elvira itself we have evidence of a few pagan cults, to the local genius of the city, to the manes, to the very unusual Stata Mater, a minor goddess virtually unknown outside of Rome, whose specialty was putting out ﬁres, and, of course, to the emperors.5 We cannot know whether it was one of these speciﬁcally attested local observances that the episcopal legislation at Elvira condemned , but the canons conﬁrm the continued vitality of such urban cult and of municipal priesthoods, which are not attested epigraphically in Elvira after the reign of Probus.6 Similarly, the fact that the Late Roman Spain and Its Cities 40 [50.19.178.132] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 13:29 GMT) council prescribes perpetual excommunication for parents who marry their daughters to sacerdotes gentilium shows that ﬂamines and pontifices remained desirable matches that some Christian parents were still eager to make.7 This should hardly surprise us. Tenure of an imperial priesthood usually meant that one had reached the very top of the cursus in one’s local municipal hierarchy and had thereby become one of the city’s great men. The value of such priesthoods certainly continued deep into the fourth century... 
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