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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  c h a p t e r f o u r 䉬•䉬 The Iron Fist In Kenya, mothers of political prisoners went to the attorney general in 1992 to have him review their sons’ cases. They argued that their sons were simply advocating for a multiparty system, which was legal in 1991. Through the media, many of the women had learned about hunger strikes and about distributing pamphlets to bring attention to their cause. They did both. On March 2, the mothers , along with supporters, began to demonstrate in a public park against the government . This demonstration continued on March 3, but on that day, the police began to beat the women (Tibbetts 1994). The brutal remnants of authoritarian regimes during democratization processes pose a real threat to Africans. Africans in many countries experience severe hardships as well as persecution under authoritarian rule, and with democratization , the memories linger. In light of the threat of violence against women’s political actions, women’s responses in the early period of democratization were understandably limited. In Kenya, women only began to become more active in formal politics when Section 2a of the constitution allowed for the existence of multiparty elections (Nzomo 1998). In Cameroon, the government dissolved a women’s organization that attempted to organize a pro-democracy strike, and more autonomous organizations only began to emerge with the passing of an amendment in 1990 that allowed for the freedom of association (Adams 2003). In Zambia, after an amendment was passed to allow for multiparty elections, the Women’s Lobby, which formed to encourage women to become involved in formal politics, was denounced by the president of the Movement for Multiparty Democracy (MMD), and the Movement threatened to expel party members associated with the Lobby (Geisler 1995). In Ghana, women faced similar setbacks. In the first election in 1992, women’s organizations were not visibly involved in mobilizing women to vote, nor did they encourage women to stand for political positions. Even as civic associations , such as the Ghana Trade Union Congress (GTUC) and the National Union of Ghana Students (NUGS), gathered momentum to place pressure on Rawlings and the Provisional National Defense Council (PNDC) to make the transition to democracy, women’s organizations were neither present nor vocal. This is not to say that no women were involved, since the GTUC and the NUGS included women. However, given the large presence of women’s organizations within Ghana, their absence from this process appears unusual. Members of women’s organizations did not start to actively engage in the formal political process until 1996. Inaction by women’s organizations was often tied to the fear created under Rawlings’s regime. The remnants of the authoritarian regime and the continued presence of the 31st December Women’s Movement neutralized the larger gendered system of autonomous women’s organizations. Women’s experience under the authoritarian regime a¤ected their participation in the democratization process. In this chapter, women’s slow and cautious participation in the transition to democracy in Ghana is explored. In particular, the role of women’s previous experiences under authoritarian regimes, women’s access (or lack thereof) to resources, and trust between and within autonomous women’s organizations are examined. authoritarian control Under the PNDC, Rawlings attempted to co-opt women to support his regime, while also creating a state of fear that would prevent opposition from citizens. When members of women’s organizations spoke with me about politics in relation to the transition to democracy, two primary themes emerged: (1) violence and (2) the role of the 31st December Women’s movement. Fear of the regime is understandable considering the violence tied to Rawlings’s succession to power. Rawlings targeted specific political and intellectual individuals and nationally broadcast their executions, which was meant to deter other individuals from following similar paths. These actions created and enforced the culture of silence in which citizens quickly learned not to speak out against Rawlings and the PNDC (Chazan 1991). Some women in Ghana were considered enemies of the state, which was reﬂected in the interviews. One woman explained: It is diªcult to have politics in this country at times, because normally, the government in power tries to victimize. You know, and that’s the case everywhere in Africa, they try t h e i r o n f i s t 57 [50.19.159.160] Project MUSE (2024-04-05 18:51 GMT) to victimize people. So, they think that being in... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780801896743
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780801890086, 9780801895791
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					609216835
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					184
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2008

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	