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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  1 THE FACE OF EXPERIENCE Locke's Essay Concerning Human Understanding stands in a peculiar relation to the tradition that it founded. On the one hand, the school known as associationism, represented most prominently by David Hartley, depended on Locke's assertion that ideas are derived from experience. The principle by which these ideas were said to be governed, moreover , was designated by a phrase lifted out of the fourth edition of Locke's Essay, "the association of ideas." On the other hand, the use of association to name a central principle of rational thought altered the meaning it had in Locke's work, in which it referred to a thought process subversive of normal reasoning and described as a "madness." While Locke assumed, like the later associationists, that reason normally operates by combining simple ideas according to their "natural connections," he reserved the name "association" for the formation of "accidental " connections that unconsciously influence the reasoning process. In transferring the name to "rational" thought processes , the eighteenth-century empiricists effectively eliminated the phenomenon that, in Locke, had raised serious questions about the principles established in the rest of the Essay. The very term that introduced a counterpoint in Locke's analysisof reason came to stand for a type of empiricism known for its simple, "mechanistic" form of explanation. EMPIRICAL TRUTHS AND CRITICAL FICTIONS / 2 Despite the sporadic recognition of this anomaly in the history of British philosophy, it has received little sustained attention .1 "Association of ideas" is itself associated, most frequently, with the eighteenth-century empiricists, for whom Locke is generally understood to be the starting point.2 The implications of such an approach are perhaps most apparent in studies of English Romanticism, which have often attempted to define the period in relation to the empirical tradition. Whether this relation is seen as essentially negative, or positive, or as a working -through and transcendence of empiricism by Romantic texts, the pattern remains fundamentally the same: whatever the individual doctrinal differences, empiricism is characterized as a general philosophical approach exemplified variously by Locke, Hartley, Erasmus Darwin, and others, to which Romanticism is a more or less complex response.3 A number of interpretations of English Romantic texts depend on an approach to empiricism which neglects the complexities of individual arguments as well as the peculiaritiesof the tradition asa whole. The consequences of this view of empirical philosophy are most apparent in works that interpret Romantic texts in terms of avocabularyof experience. The concept of experience,which is as varied as it is central to empirical philosophies, tends to be lifted uncriticallyfrom the context of these arguments and used as a framework in which to understand the complex issues of Romantic poetry. The problems of literary convention, diction , and figuration are then neglected for the poem's reference to a world of passion, thought, and other aspects of experience .4 This occurs particularlyaround the terminology of sensation . Empirical arguments concerning sensation are usually read literally, presumably because the texts are "philosophical," and insist on the literal status of their own language, and because they claim with this authority that sensation is a basic unit of experience. The referential status of the language of sensation thus tends to overcome the often peculiar way these terms are actually used in various arguments, which employ [34.228.227.218] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 11:58 GMT) THE FACE OF EXPERIENCE / 3 their own conventional and figurative devices. The empiricist's claim to refer to an empirical world is taken, that is, at face value, and the power of this referenceaffects the reading of certain terms even in the more explicitly figurative contexts of Romantic poetry. In the "nature poetry" of Wordsworth, for example , the ultimate reference of words such as perception and eye is usually read in terms of a model of physiological experience —even when the claims made about such experience are said to differ radically from the claims of the empiricists. Thus when Wordsworth is said to make creative thought the basis of perception, in opposition to certain empirical doctrines, the termperception is still read in both cases on the basis of its reference to a physiological experience.5 Regardless of the differences said to exist between what the texts say about experience, the general notion of "experience" as an interpretive framework remains within the context of a literal and generalized reading of empirical philosophy. A more careful consideration of the actual complexities of these philosophical texts raisesserious questions about... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780801896484
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780801840807, 9780801892691
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					301241021
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					182
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			1991

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											
	
	


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								
								
								

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				Accept
					
						
								
						
						
						

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	