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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  38 Chapter 2 Displaced Persons, Postwar Europe He was certain he could find his father as he had found the other members of his family scattered like leaves over the map of Germany. He had bicycled after them one by one, going forward by hunch and by hearsay from camp to camp. —Kathryn Hulme, The Wild Place In the aftermath of the Second World War,nearly forty million people, most of them civilians, were on the move across a devastated Europe in search of home or refuge. Many were walking from camp to camp, seeking news of relatives they had lost touch with in the turmoil; others were the uprooted and unwilling subjects of forced deportations from the East; yet others were escaping repatriation to the Russian zone. Invariably they were hungry, ill, exhausted. Prisoners of war awaited release, and victorious armies potential redeployment to Asia. Families had been separated, relatives killed, children lost or forsaken. Most estimates suggested by the summer of 1945 there were almost 7 million displaced civilians in western Europe, another 7 million in the Soviet areas of control in central and eastern Europe, 95,000 in Italy, and 141,000 in Norway; in addition, 7.8 million Wehrmacht prisoners of war were held by the Western Allies and 2 million by the Soviet Union. To these figures should be added, by late summer, some 12 million expellees—ethnic Germans forced to return to Germany from areas of eastern Europe and areas that were part of Germany itself in 1937.1 It was a state of chaos that exceeded the predictions of those planning postwar relief, and the mechanisms in place to help those displaced from their homes and separated from their families were nowhere near adequate. Difficulties were compounded by the competing priorities and different ways of working of military, governmental, and voluntary DISPLACED PERSONS, POSTWAR EUROPE 39 organizations, and sometimes it seemed as if the voices of those in need of help were the last to be heard. At most, displaced persons were offered food and shelter; at worst, they were forcibly repatriated to face death or persecution in former homelands. For those in the Nazi concentration camps, liberation did not bring an end to their suffering or ensure their survival. For many it meant long periods in other camps,where their basic needs may have been met but where they continued to be treated as objects of bureaucracy and administration,not subjects with a political say in their own future. The bare life of the concentration camp became the bare life of the displaced persons camp. Thrown back on their own resources—when not prohibited from acting by regulation and restraint—people began their own efforts to address what were priorities for many: reestablishing contact with family members and plotting their own route through the politics of the altered world that they faced. In this chapter I examine how the camp bureaucracy and organization worked to objectify and constrain, looking through the eyes of one of those trying to make their way home after the “liberations,”Primo Levi,and reading accounts of volunteers drafted to the camps who wrote later of their work. I explore stories of those in the camps who refused to sit on their hands and wait but began searching for relatives themselves, using a plethora of informal approaches, and others who seized on the confusion to escape identification. Liberation Despite what had been known or rumored about Nazi atrocities for some time, coming across abandoned concentration camps shocked the Allied armies and the Red Cross workers summoned to help.2 The conditions in Belsen, entered by the British on April 15, 1945, were horrific: the unburied bodies, or those hastily buried in open pits, and the living, who were “so weak and listless that they just lay on the ground and took no notice of what was going on, and in fact were difficult to distinguish from the corpses which lay everywhere.”3 Ten thousand corpses lay unburied in Belsen Camp 1, with a further seventeen thousand dumped in shallow pits; the daily death rate was five hundred, and twenty-five to thirty thousand of the forty thousand remaining inmates urgently needed medical attention.4 Evelyn Bark, a relief worker with a British Red Cross team, records her reactions: The ghastly sight was beyond anything I could imagine. . . . Pitiful wrecks of humanity were still dragging themselves around; their frames, weighing next to nothing, were mere clothes-hangers for the... 
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