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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  A Note on the Text The translation presented here is essentially the same as the one appearing in my previous work, The Devi Gita; The Song of the Goddess: A Translation, Annotation , and Commentary (State University of New York Press, 1998). Some words or phrases have been modiﬁed for the sake of greater clarity and consistency , and fewer Sanskrit terms remain untranslated in the text. Diacritical marks in transliterating Sanskrit terms and proper names have not been used. The major changes from the earlier presentation to this one are four. First, the translation here is formatted as one continuous text without division into sections, each with commentary and annotation . Second, all annotation has been eliminated and the extensive commentarial sections have been vastly reduced and collected together, appearing here in the synopsis of the text included in the introduction . Third, the original introductory essay on the historical and literary background of the Devi Gita has been considerably condensed and revised. And fourth, to compensate for the reduction in explanatory aids, a glossary of key terms and concepts has been added. Other changes include elimination of the “Essential Devi Gita in Nine Verses” (a modern selection of nine verses representing the essential teachings and most powerful mantric verses of the Devi Gita), as well as the afterword on contemporary uses of the ix Devi Gita. Also eliminated were the appendix giving a verse index of the epithets and names of the Goddess , and the Sanskrit text in Devanagiri characters. The original note on the translation appears here, in much reduced form, as the Translator’s Note. The bibliography has been reduced to a few selected items. All changes have been made for the sake of providing to nonspecialists a more accessible and reader-friendly English version of this important but relatively neglected text of the goddess traditions of India. Given the elliptical nature of the text’s discourse , with its unexplained mythic references, technical vocabulary, and underlying philosophical and theological assumptions, a straightforward plunge directly into the text itself might prove frustrating for the uninitiated. The introduction and glossary are intended to provide an appreciation of the historical, religious, and cultural background of the Devi Gita, as well as an understanding of basic key terms and ideas, for easing the entry of the beginning student into a deeper engagement with the text. x The Song of the Goddess ... 
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