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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 5  Krishna as Loving Husband of God The Alternative Krishnology of the Radhavallabha Sampradaya GUY L. BECK The broad category suggested by the term “Vaishnava” has been acknowledged by most scholars to encompass the majority of Hindu believers. This includes the veneration of Vishnu, Narayaša, LakshmŒ, Krishna, Radha, Rama, SŒta, and the remaining avataras (incarnations) with their female consorts, saints, and sectarian leaders and followers. A very important division within Vaishnavism is comprised of the mythology and worship of Krishna, one of Hinduism’s most beloved deities. Yet the “Krishna” traditions themselves are by no means uniform regarding the nature of the personality of Krishna nor the methods of worship. Divided into “normative” and “alternative,” the normative Krishna tradition is based primarily on a canon of early Sanskrit texts, while so-called alternative Krishna traditions may or may not include these along with regional or vernacular sources. One of the least recognized yet most unique of the alternative Krishna subdivisions is the Radhavallabha Sampradaya (RVS), a medieval Vaishnava sect that stands alone among the various Krishna traditions of Vaishnavism in North India that flourished from about 1400 CE. Despite its own singular characteristics and influence, the RVS has been neither adequately studied in academic circles nor fully appreciated within the Hindu public domain. The deity of Krishna looms very large in this sect, and on the surface even bears some family resemblances to the type of normative, pan-Indian Krishna that was based on older Sanskrit sources. Yet the actual composite is more 65 66 Guy L. Beck complex and radically different from the normative tradition. Within the theology of RVS, Krishna is approached, not as the consummate Godhead, but as the penultimate step toward the supreme Deity which is not Krishna alone but primarily Radha, his spouse and only female companion. The alternative or “unorthodox” Krishnology that places Krishna subordinate to Radha, while not totally without precedent in Vaishnava literature, is firmly located within the literature and tradition of the RVS, beginning with the works of the founder. Based on field research at the Braj headquarters of the RVS in Vrindaban, India, just South of New Delhi in Uttar Pradesh, this chapter will illuminate some historical and theological issues associated with this alternative Krishna tradition, and conclude with translations for the first time of special poems known as Vyahulau Utsav ke Pad or “Marriage Festival Songs,” composed by Dhruva Das and RuplaljŒ, celebrated Radhavallabhite poets. As part of the divine play (lŒla) of God, these poems describe the eternal wedding of Radha and Krishna with praise and adulation. The devotional images conjured through these poems portray an ideal panorama of great joy and celebration for the Radhavallabha devotees. The Radhavallabha Sampradaya was founded in the sixteenth century (1535 CE) by SrŒ Hita Harivamsa (1502–52 CE) in the town of Vrindaban in North India. Vrindaban (cf. Vrindavana) is believed to be the most important geographical location of the childhood activities of the incarnation of Krishna who appeared, according to pious tradition, in roughly 3000 BCE. SrŒ Harivamsa was an important name in the early history of the medieval revival of the town of Vrindaban as a major pilgrimage center for Hindus, along with Caitanya and the Six Goswamis of the GaudŒya tradition, SrŒ Vallabha and the Astachap poets, SrŒ Bhatta and SrŒ Harivyasadeva from the Nimbarka Sampradaya , and SwamŒ Haridas of the HaridasŒ Sampradaya. All of these saints are recognized by historians as pioneers in reestablishing Vrindaban as the center of the bhakti tradition in North India, yet SrŒ Harivamsa is much neglected for his pivotal role in elevating Radha to Supreme status, a theological move that nonetheless influenced the other sects in various degrees. The standard account of the life of SrŒ Hita Harivamsa, citing all of the original sources, is presented and commented upon by Rupert Snell. The following is a brief summary of the life of Hita Harivamsa from the account of Uttamadasa, an eighteenth-century disciple of the Radhavallabha tradition. Hita Harivamsa’s family was from the town of Deoband in Uttar Pradesh. His father, Vyasa Misra, was a wealthy Brahmin astrologer who served at the royal court but was at first unable to conceive a child. However, Vyasa rejoiced at his brother’s dream of [107.21.139.153] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 21:30 GMT) a son who would soon be born to his family as a joint incarnation of Hari (Krishna) and vawsa (Krishna’s flute... 
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