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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  The story of Bediuzzaman Said Nursi is the story of a Muslim scholar and teacher who at a time when the fortunes of the Islamic world had declined in the face of rising Western imperialism dedicated his life and learning to demonstrating that the revitalization of the Islamic world, and even the prosperity and happiness of humanity, were to be found in the Qur’an as divine revelation, rather than in dominant present-day civilization, since the latter took its inspiration from principles of human origin. This was a constant goal from his youth, and the pursuit of it led the young Said to write several original works and to become actively involved in the constitutional movement, which he believed was the sole means of securing the unity and progress of the Ottoman Empire and Islamic world. For Nursi and many thinkers of the day, such values of constitutionalism as representative government, consultation , and the rule of law were proper to Islam and essential for the rebuilding of Islamic civilization. Nursi, in particular, emphasized their basis in Islam. Despite his involvement in the struggle for the acceptance of what are now known as democratic values, Nursi’s cause was not a political one, but for the greater part educative, both in the broad sense of illuminating different classes of people about the manifold benefits of constitutionalism, and in the founding of innovative educational establishments, and updating curricula and the disciplines taught. He also attached the greatest importance to moral renewal. After the Turkish victory in the War of Independence, Nursi found himself at odds with the leaders of the new regime in Ankara, and withdrew entirely from public life. This was quite in keeping with the character of the New Said, who in the bitter years of the Ottoman defeat and foreign occupation , had emerged from the Old. The Qur’an now had primacy in Nursi’s life, and he was successful in developing a new observational method of expounding its teachings on the fundamental tenets of faith, derived from the Qur’an itself and based on reflective thought on the phenomenal world. When sent into exile, his new writings found a ready response among the people of Anatolia, whose beliefs and identities they felt to be threatened by the secularizing and Westernizing measures. With their proofs of the teachings of the Qur’anic revelation and accommodation with science, and rebuttal of “philosophy,” Nursi’s writings, the Risale-i Nur, articulated the 349 Conclusion people’s problems and offered them a restatement of their beliefs relevant to their situation. In essence, Nursi was carrying over into the new era the great debate between Islam and Western civilization, and presenting it on the level of basic principles. Nursi, however, avoided confrontation of all sorts and entirely dissociated himself from political life; his concern now was with the human individual as a moral being, and the building of the human person through understanding his relation with his Maker, and his relations with his fellow-beings contingent on this. It was through the attainment of such faith or belief (êma\n) that what Nursi believed to be the destructive aspects of philosophy hostile to religion could be counteracted and society be renewed along constructive lines. Despite the persecution suffered by Nursi and his students, they never abandoned this positive stance. In fact, terms of imprisonment only strengthened their resolve and served to spread the movement that grew up around Nursi’s writings, the Nur movement. With the rise of aggressive atheism and communism, Nursi’s view of revelation and philosophy led him to acknowledge a side of the West that he had always recognized, one that took its inspiration from Christianity as a revealed religion rather than from philosophy. He encouraged cooperation with believing Christians in meeting the threat of atheism, and he personally initiated relations with Christian leaders. This was in tandem with his efforts to reforge links with the Islamic world and strengthen unity between Muslims through the Risale-i Nur. Together with being centered on the Risale-i Nur, to no small extent the character and success of the Nur movement spring from the example of Nursi himself and his remarkable personal qualities and virtuous life. In his early years, in a tough tribal society where factionalism was rife and group loyalties were strong, Nursi’s independent spirit led him to set his own course and carve out a place for himself as a man of religion. His independence stood... 
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