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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Life in Kastamonu Nursi was released from Eskis*ehir Prison in March 1936 and was sent to Kastamonu in the Ilgaz Mountains to the south of the Black Sea. He was now fifty-nine years of age. His enforced residence in this the major town of the province of Kastamonu was to last seven and a half years. Under constant surveillance , his movements were more restricted than in Barla, and the harassment and persecution continued. Nursi wrote further additions to the Risale-i Nur while here, including The Supreme Sign, which was a sort of culmination of it and a part most illustrative of its method. He attracted new students, and Kastamonu, and particularly the town of ÿnebolu on the Black Sea, earned the name of “the second Isparta” as a center from which the Risale-i Nur spread. Nursi kept up a continual correspondence with his students in Isparta and elsewhere , and his letters were gathered together to form the Kastamonu Lahikası, or Kastamonu Letters. They tell us much about the matters with which he was concerned at this time, and most of the subjects they discuss will be touched on in the course of this chapter. They were a source of great enlightenment, instruction, and encouragement for his students, now parted from him, and were conveyed secretly from town to town and village to village by “Nur postmen” with copies being made on the way, since it was inadvisable to send them by post. His first three months in Kastamonu, Nursi stayed “as a guest” in the police station. He describes how trying this was for him as someone who preferred a life of solitude; he also could not abide the compulsory changes in dress.1 Nursi’s refusal to abandon his Islamic gown (cübbe; Arabic, jubba) and turban were doubtless made the pretext for the harassment he received. Following this, he was moved to a rented house immediately opposite the police station. It was a traditional wooden house on two floors, with the ground floor used as a storage area for logs and an outside staircase leading to the two upstairs rooms. Nursi remained here for the seven years he was in Kastamonu. It was during his first weeks in Kastamonu that Nursi attracted the first of his closest students here, Çaycı Emin. He was an exile the same as Nursi. A tribal chief from eastern Anatolia, he had been exiled to Kastamonu ten years previously and now made his livelihood by running a tea stall in the 227 C H A P T E R 12 Kastamonu courtyard of the Nasrullah Mosque. It was here that he first saw Nursi. Nursi won his heart when he warned him against approaching him, but Çaycı Emin was not one to be deterred by any possible harm from officialdom and thereafter did all he could to assist Nursi.2 Among Nursi’s other close students in the town of Kastamonu was Mehmed Feyzi,3 who had a scholarly background . These two constantly attended Nursi, securing his daily needs; Mehmed Feyzi mostly acted as his scribe and assistant with the Risale-i Nur. Nursi was virtually confined to his house, going out only once or twice a week either up into the surrounding mountains or climbing up to the citadel that dominates the town. He spent his time either writing the Risale-i Nur or correcting the handwritten copies of existing parts, or in worship, prayer and supplication, or in contemplation. The nights he spent in prayer. He was busy with the same activities when he went out into the mountains, and even on the way there; he never passed an idle moment. Mehmed Feyzi tells how, Nursi on horseback would correct copies of the Risale-i Nur or listen to himself reading them out, or else teach him and Çaycı Emin and any other of his students who were present. Although Nursi corrected the copies with the greatest care, he never consulted the originals; they were all in his head. The high altitude of Kastamonu makes the winters very cold. In several letters, Nursi mentions the bitter cold together with the illnesses he suffered. He was afflicted with chronic lumbago and rheumatism, and was also poisoned on several occasions. He writes that despite suffering these tribulations in addition to all his other hardships, “I offer endless thanks to my Creator that He has sent me belief, the sacred remedy for every ill, and the medicine of resignation to... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780791482971
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					63161478
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					440
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	