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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  On arriving in Van, Nursi stayed with his younger brother, Abdülmecid, a teacher of Arabic, in the Toprakkale district of the town. But we learn from Abdülmecid’s wife, Rabia, that his well-wishers and visitors were so numerous that he was obliged to move to Nurs*in Mosque. This then became Nursi’s base in Van in place of his medrese, the Horhor, which had been razed in the general destruction of the city wrought by the Armenians and occupying Russians during the war.1 Nurs*in Mosque became a center of learning, with large numbers of religious scholars and shaikhs coming to visit Nursi to pay him their respects and seek his advice. Nursi again attracted many students and began to teach, in addition to speaking with his many visitors. He remained here for the rest of that year. Eventually, however, this busy life weighed on Nursi and impinged on his inner life, so as soon as the weather grew sufficiently warm, he took a small number of his students with him, and withdrew from Van to Mount Erek, a mountain among the jagged peaks to the east of the town. Here he was able to devote himself entirely to prayer and contemplation. That he was the New Said was clear to everyone in Van. Most of those who have recorded their memories of him at this time have mentioned some aspect of the changes that had come about in him. The most apparent of these was that he had abandoned the colorful local dress of the area for clothes of a more sober nature.2 Indeed, on first seeing his destroyed medrese and the sacked and burnt city of Van, he was to relive the harrowing events of war and the deaths of so many of his students that had been instrumental in bringing about the New Said. Then, too, they saw that he had altogether turned his back on politics and the world, and those who heard him speak learned of the way of the New Said: that of saving and strengthening religious belief, which would form the basis of renewal and reconstruction. Nursi stayed on the mountain throughout the summer and autumn of 1924, inhabiting a ruined Armenian monastery and then a cave near the source of the River Zernabad, and returning to Van only for the coldest months of the winter. It was his practice to go down to the town on Fridays to give the sermon in Nurs*in Mosque. From what has been recorded of these sermons and what he taught his students, they, too, were entirely in accordance with the way of the New Said. That is to say, Nursi concentrated on explaining and teaching the fundamentals of belief, the basic tenets of faith: divine unity and 177 C H A P T E R 9 Van the resurrection of the dead and life of the hereafter. On this being questioned, for his treatment of these subjects was new and his congregations were unaccustomed to hearing these basic matters, he told one of his students: “My aim is to build the foundations of belief firmly. If the foundations are sound, belief cannot be shaken by any upheavals.”3 The same student, Molla Hamid, also quoted Nursi as saying in this connection: “Gentlemen, the Old Said is dead! But you still think of me as the Old Said. This is the New Said you see before you. Almighty God has granted him limitless blessings; ten months of the New Said’s teaching is the equivalent of what the Old Said taught in ten years, and should be sufficient.”4 The New Said’s outlook was to become fully enunciated with the Risale-i Nur and the three years till the spring of 1926 when he wrote its first parts may be seen as a time of preparation and seeking divine guidance. Also, just as the first writings of the New Said, collected together in the Mathnaw êal-‘Arabê al-Nu\rê, were the “seedbed” of the Risale-i Nur, so too at this time in Van, some of the “lessons (ders)” Nursi gave or subjects he taught were later included in the Risale-i Nur. Another student, ÿsmail Perihanog¨lu, has recorded two instances of this: Another day, Molla Resul, Kopanisli Molla Yusuf, and I went together with Ustad to Zeve, the people of which had been entirely wiped out in the Armenian massacres. Ustad paused standing, and said: “This... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780791482971
				

			

			
			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					63161478
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					440
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	