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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  War Is Declared On the declaration of war Said Nursi enlisted in the army as a voluntary regimental mufti (religious functionary) together with Molla Habib, and they were posted to the Van (Thirty-Third) Division (fırka) and sent to the front at Erzurum.1 Nursi performed all his military service as a volunteer, “just for the honor of it.” The agreement between the Ottoman government, represented by a small group of Young Turk leaders, and Germany was signed in the greatest secrecy on August 2, 1914. Thereby the Ottoman Empire joined the Central Powers (Austria-Hungary and Germany) against the Triple Entente (Britain, France, and Russia). Mobilization was announced the following day, and on September 7 the Eleventh Army Corps, to which the Van Division was attached2 was ordered to assemble in the Hasankale area, east of Erzurum.3 The first skirmishing took place on September 21–22 when Russian reconnaissance columns crossed the border into Ottoman territory; the first casualties fell a few days later. By this time significant numbers of Armenians were already deserting from the Ottoman ranks and crossing over to the Russians.4 Hostilities began in earnest on October 29, 1914, when the Russians pushed forward in their offensive. The jiha\d declaration was promulgated by the Ottomans on November 14. At some point Nursi was ordered to form a militia force; in some of the eyewitness accounts of him on the front he figures as the commander of this force, composed in part of his students, but it is not clear to which stage of the war these refer.5 It is possible, however, that he formed it only after his return to Van and its evacuation before the Russian invasion. A report claiming this is given below. It was reputedly Enver Pasha who appointed him to the task. Later in life, Nursi recalled the pasha’s commendation of his outstanding service .6 If Enver did appoint him personally, it must have been sometime during his visit to the Caucasian front between December 13, 1914, and January 9, 1915, during which time he commanded the disastrous Sarıkamıs* counteroffensive . Alternatively, he may have detailed Nursi to raise and lead the force through Tahsin Pasha, the former governor of Van who by this time had been transferred to the governorship of Erzurum. According to Nursi’s brother Abdülmecid, Tahsin Bey gave Nursi some sort of testimonial certifying that 111 C H A P T E R 6 War and Captivity “the services performed by the Van Division were entirely due to Said-i Kurdi’s material (military) and moral assistance.”7 Bearing in mind the discussion in the previous chapter about Nursi’s imputed membership of the Tes*kilat-ı Mahsusa, it seems likely from the facts to be gleaned from available sources that his force was connected with the organization, though relations may have been indirect, through the governor of either Erzurum or Van. Tahsin Pasha, whose appointment to Erzurum had been discussed by Ta‘lat Pasha, the prime minister, with Dr. Bahaddin S*akir,8 codirected with the latter Tes*kilat-ı Mahsusa operations in the region.9 Cevdet Bey, who was the son of Tahir Pasha, the old governor of Van, and had replaced Tahsin Pasha, was another close associate of Nursi. He was married to Enver Pasha’s sister.10 The governors of the frontier provinces of Mosul, Van, Erzurum, and Trabzon were all specially picked and worked in conjunction with the department Enver Pasha had set up as part of the Ministry of War, whose function it was to direct all matters connected with volunteer forces and the Special Organization.11 The main function of the department was to organize Enver’s grand project , formulated even before the war, to free all the Islamic lands from foreign influence. In this region, in addition to repulsing the Russian threat to eastern Anatolia, his plan was “to liberate the Muslims of the Caucasus and the Turks of Azerbaijan, and Turkestan from the Russian yoke, deliver Afghanistan and Iran from foreign influence, and make them free and independent Muslim states.”12 The realization of this ambitious scheme, or wild dream, which General Sabis regretfully diagnosed as unreasonable and impracticable, was one of the main objectives of the Special Organization. In his war memoirs, Sabis describes the successful actions of the Special Organization’s detachments in the early stages of the war in the western Caucasus on the left flank of the Ottoman forces... 
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