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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Introduction After nine months of CUP rule, increasing discontent found expression in the famous Thirty-first of March Incident.1 Many aspects of this revolt, which started with certain sections of the army in Istanbul mutinying and continued for twelve days, have still not been brought to light. But what is certain is that for whatever reasons, the role in the revolt of the newspaper Volkan, of its owner Dervis* Vahdeti, and of the ÿttihad-ı Muh≥ammedê Cemiyeti or Muhammadan Union (for which the Volkan was the press organ) has been consistently exaggerated and possibly completely misrepresented. An attempt is made in the following account at least to draw attention to some of the main distortions, but it is not possible either to expose all the misrepresentations or to investigate the incident thoroughly. Said Nursi played no part in the revolt; on the contrary, as far as he could he used his influence and reputation in persuading the rebelling soldiers to obey their officers and return to barracks, and to no mean degree was successful in this. Nevertheless, when order was restored on the arrival of the Operation Army from Salonica, he was arrested along with many hundreds of others and sent before one of the military courts. The reason for this was his involvement with the Muhammadan Union, which was accused of inciting the revolt. In any event, he was acquitted and released. His defense speech, with an addition that was instrumental in forty to fifty other prisoners being released, was published in 1911 under the title The Testimonial of Two Schools of Misfortune, or The Court-Martial and Said-i Kürdi. It had a second printing the following year. The Muhammadan Union Among the news carried by the Volkan, no. 36 (February 5, 1909) were three apparently related items. Firstly, the Freemasons had met in Müs*ir Fuad Pasha’s house and expected to open a lodge three weeks later. Secondly, the 65 C H A P T E R 3 Bediuzzaman and the Thirty-first of March Incident Muhammadan Union had been formed. Thirdly, “the sacred society,” presumably meaning the Muhammadan Union, was “displaying itself to the world” in response to the Masons going public.2 Although it is generally thought that Dervis* Vahdetê3 was the founder of the Muhammadan Union, in fact (as he himself explains at length in a series of articles in the Volkan, nos. 66–70 inclusive) he was introduced to it by a group of—to him—unknown people who wanted to use the Volkan as the Union’s publication. They claimed the Union had been in existence for ten years.4 He at first complied, but soon became suspicious and parted company with them, since their aim was “political reaction”5 and at least one of them was a former spy or detective .6 He then took on the Union single-handed. The Volkan bore the superscription “Publication of the ÿttihad-ı Muhammedê” with effect from no. 48, February 17, 1909, though the full versions of its manifesto and code of rules did not appear in the Volkan newspaper until March 16, 1909.7 The ceremony to mark its “official opening”8 took the form of a mevlid9 and was held at the later date of April 3 to coincide with the Prophet Muh≥ammad’s birthday (Rabê‘ al-Awwal 12, 1327). Nursi played a prominent role in the mevlid, which was held in Aya Sophia, delivering a sermon that lasted two hours. But first it will be useful to learn from Nursi’s address to the court-martial his reasons for joining the society, and how he viewed it. “I heard,” said Nursi, “that a society had been formed called the Muhammadan Union. I was extremely anxious that certain people might act in error under this blessed name. Then I heard that upright people like Süheyl Pasha10 and Shaikh Sadık11 had joined so as to make their actions more purely worship and follow the exalted Sunnah of the Prophet. They had transferred from that political society [CUP?] and cut their relations with it, and they were not going to interfere in politics. But again I was afraid, I told myself: ‘Everyone has a right to this name; it should not be appropriated [by anyone] or restricted.’As for me, I belonged in some respect to seven societies because I considered their aims to be the same, and then I joined this [one (lit., “blessed name”)].” Said... 
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