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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  16 The Quality of Mercy Ididn’t see Jesse until the next morning.He wanted to know all about the business in the tank, but I was too tired to go into many details . I did tell him, though, about the riﬂe that had been shooting all afternoon from over around headquarters. By that time I had a pretty good idea who’d been shooting that riﬂe. There weren’t many men in the outﬁt who could make one hit after another at a thousand yards’ range. He grinned when I accused him of it. “Huh! Didn’t I tell you that whenever you got into trouble I’d be somewhere around? When Nayhone told me where he’d put you I knew who was in that tank all right. But I didn’t do so damned good for you at that. I missed two of those Heinies.” I was kept back of the lines for several days, and Floyd stayed back there with me.He had a way of falling out whenever he got so tired he couldn’t stand up. He’d get back behind the line companies and sleep until he was rested, then go up to the front again. He never asked anybody about it, and no one ever seemed to know it. It wouldn’t have made any diﬀerence to him if anyone had. You couldn’t do anything with him. What Floyd wanted to do he did. If an oﬃcer bawled him out for anything, he would snap back,“Yes sir! . . .Yes,sir!”He’d pile on the military courtesy.The oﬃcer would go oﬀ very much impressed. As soon as he was out of hearing Floyd would say: “To hell with that bird! He’s so damned ignorant he don’t know whether Jesus Christ died of pneumonia or was shot by the Indians.” the quality of mercy 181 The worst trouble I was having was my head.It was a mass of yellow blisters, like a burn. If one of the blisters broke and the water from it got on the skin anywhere else, there’d be a new blister. I dried them up as much as I could by doctoring them with a weak solution of iodine. But they gave me a pretty rough time. On the night of the twelfth we formed up and made one of those blind marches which are almost as bad as a battle. It was raining. Our route took us through woods that had been uprooted by shell ﬁre, and across old trenches, and over open ground that was all deep pits of mud or mounds of slippery earth. Our battalion halted near the eastern edge of the Bois de Naulemont. The 2nd pushed on into the Bois de Foret. We had no more than got there than the Germans attacked the 2nd Battalion. Our battalions re-enforced it, and we drove the Germans back. But there were plenty of casualties on both sides. We found out from the prisoners we took that the Germans facing us there were members of the 1920 class. They were ﬁrst-class ﬁghting men, young and fresh and full of conﬁdence. After that attack the 1st Battalion was re-enforced by a company from our battalion.Jesse and I were in it.There wasn’t much left of our old 3rd Battalion by that time. The next day was a day of red-hot ﬁghting. We found ourselves tangled up with the Germans in the worst kind of local scrap. By afternoon everything was mixed up. The oﬃcers who were left were going around commanding men without respect to organization. One of them came along and ordered Jesse and me to go with him.We told him we were Intelligence men. “That doesn’t make a damned bit of diﬀerence,” he said. “Obey orders!” He put us in a shell hole.He said,“Stay there until you’re relieved.And shoot hell out of anybody that doesn’t talk English well and quickly!” The Germans had some of the best snipers I’ve ever seen, there in those woods. One of them got Major Smythe, our battalion commander . Jesse and I had some pretty close brushes with them. [54.242.37.42] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 15:02 GMT) 182 chapter sixteen By night we had cleared the Germans out of the Bois de Foret. But they still held... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780700620609
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780700620197
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					899266269
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					288
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2015-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	