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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Chapter 2 Assessment: Definition, Types, and General Principles This chapter will discuss the basic principles of assessment , with examples from the content areas to provide teachers with the knowledge that will enable them to design valid and reliable classroom-based or large-scale tests and critically examine existing and future state assessments. What Is Assessment? Because of the ever increasing importance placed on various statewide tests that are given to K–12 ELLs every year, many teachers tend to equate assessment with the tests they administer, whether on a large scale or in their classrooms. Test results, especially those collected through standardized instruments, certainly have critical educational consequences for students, parents, teachers, and school administrators . More and more, the scores from large-scale tests determine whether students will graduate, how much of a bonus teachers will receive, and whether schools are passing or failing in terms of performance grades. Assessment, however, is much more than tests and test scores. Bachman (1990) identified three fundamental concepts associated with the process of assessment of student performance in the social sciences: measurement, test, and evaluation. 22 Chapter 2 Assessment 23 Measurement, which Bachman (1990) considers to be synonymous with assessment, is defined as “the process of quantifying the characteristics of persons according to explicit procedures and rules” (p. 18). This definition has three clear attributes: quantification, characteristics, and procedures and rules. Quantification deals with the process of assigning numbers to performance results. Characteristics can be either physical or mental; in assessment, researchers and practitioners are interested in mental characteristics, such as aptitude, intelligence, motivation, language proficiency, and academic knowledge . Procedures and rules are the process through which the quantification of student characteristics is conducted. For ELLs, the clear understanding and application of such rules is critical. For example, in large-scale content area tests, most states do not have a separate testing instrument for ELLs, so they use the tests they administer to native English speakers, with specially designed ELL accommodations added. However , these accommodations are not given automatically to ELLs; they must be requested by the parents, the teachers, or the students. Yet if, for instance, the parents are not aware of the procedures and rules, they will not request the accommodation for their children, thus jeopardizing not only the validity of the assessment but also the future academic career of their children, because many of these tests are used for important educational decisions such as graduation , academic placement, and scholarships. If the teachers do not have a clear understanding of the procedures and rules, they might deny ELLs access to accommodations simply because they believe that a particular accommodation , such as reading the test questions aloud in English, is not allowed. The second concept Bachman (1990) discusses is test, which he defines as “a measurement instrument designed to elicit a specific sample of an individual behavior” (p. 20). For example, content area tests are designed to measure the academic standards to which students have been exposed in the classroom and determine whether the content associated with these standards has been acquired. The test will not measure all the standards associated with a particular grade level, but it will select a representative sample of those standards for assessment. Based on this measurement and, just as important, on the quality of this measurement, educators can make inferences regarding the mastery of all the standards. Evaluation, Bachman’s (1990) third concept, is the collection of “reliable and relevant information” (p. 22). The information that is collected does not have to be exclusively quantitative. Other sources of information, such as teacher-generated narratives and checklists, can help to provide a more comprehensive picture of students and their abilities. Evaluation does not have to rely exclusively on test scores, and test scores are not always evaluative. Tests should be used to motivate students to study more or to help identify gaps in their knowledge base. However, test results should be used more as a basis for educational decisions and less as a source of information. [3.84.68.45] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 22:50 GMT) ASSESSING ELLS IN ThE CoNTENT ArEAS 24 Assessment and English Language Learners Assessment is a combination of all formal and informal judgments and findings that occur inside and outside a classroom. Assessment consists of a multitude of points of testing and other forms of measurement. The sum of all these points creates a holistic picture of ELLs’ abilities and progress in learning English and, equally important, their mastery of... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780472120628
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780472034352
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					868580338
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					200
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2014-05-07
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	