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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  [19]27—two years [roughly up to the point when it becomes clear he is breaking from the marriage]. [Book IV] November 1, 1927 to January 30, 1928—three months [roughly up to when he departs with Carlotta for Europe.]59 In April 1959 she wrote the opening pages of the new book, beginning: “In November, 1919 Eugene Gladstone O’Neill was a young, sinewy man, facing his thirties in a mood of belligerent and pessimistic expectancy.” Her theme was that he was then at a moment of transition. The fighting spirit, which had carried him through a hell of a childhood and years of rough-and-tumble life at sea and in the bars, was now to face a more difficult “foe,” the commercial theater, “a world he never knew and never should have known—for later it did much to conquer him.”60 This remark picks up on a point Agnes made to Louis Sheaffer three months after she began writing the book: “I loved him while I believed in him but he began to change, writing plays like ‘The Fountain’ and ‘Marco Millions’—they weren’t his kind of plays. Why did he go wrong? Why didn’t he become the great playwright I’d expected? What kept him from it?”61 In the fragmentary manuscript, she mentions Long Day’s Journey (“perhaps the greatest of his plays”), calling it “a desperate effort to return .”62 These opening pages of her new book and the few other swatches of manuscript from this project also read as a desperate effort to return. However, unlike O’Neill’s late plays or even Part of a Long Story, Boulton’s final pages are rambling, vague, ill-formed, not suitable for publication. She had come to a pathetic end of her writing career. She was obsessively counting each scrawled word on her manuscript to gauge how close she was coming to her goal, getting paid. Writing “by the word” had become an ingrained habit early on in her career, and it resurged at the end. Perhaps this is what she meant when she told Sheaffer that in the old days she had often dreamed of houses, but “Now-a-days my dreams are purely mathematical.”63 The numbers were not all in reference to word count. She was also losing weight. She had always been thin, to the point where friends expressed worry. At approximately 5’ 4”, she had remained steady at 110 pounds, but suddenly, in 1958, she was down to 102.64 She had to be reminded to eat. Beginning around the time when she completed Part of a Long Story, she fell prey to a series of ailments—and expenses. She divorced Mac Kaufman in 1960; his absences on increasingly long fishing trips had come to seem like abandonment: “Mac really left a lot undone. “A Great Hush of Non-Being” • 229 ... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780472027057
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780472117178
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					657217551
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					327
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		
		
			Copyright

		

		
			2010

		

		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	