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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  3  Rhetoric and Self-Representation in Disability Memoir To members of marginalized groups, autobiography may be the most accessible of literary genres. It requires less in the way of literary expertise and experience than more exalted genres, like ‹ction or drama; it seems to require only that one have a life—or at least, one considered worth narrating—and suf‹cient narrative skill to tell one’s own story. Most literary scholars would agree that autobiography has served historically as a sort of threshold genre for marginalized populations; within the American literary tradition, witness the importance of autobiography to African Americans, Native Americans, and women, for example. Presumably, it might serve disabled people this way as well. It is not just the apparent accessibility of autobiography—a kind of negative quali‹cation—that recommends it but also something more positive : the notion that autobiography by de‹nition involves self-representation . If marginalization is in part a function of discourse that excludes and/or objecti‹es, autobiography has considerable potential to counter stigmatizing or patronizing portrayals of disability because it is a medium in which disabled people may have a high degree of control over their own images. Yet there are serious obstacles in the way of realizing the counterhegemonic potential of the disability memoir. Dif‹culty can be found at three distinct junctures: having a life, writing a life, and publishing a life. Like minority racial or ethnic status, disability may disqualify people from living the sorts of lives that have traditionally been considered worthy of autobiography; insofar as people with disabilities have been excluded from educational institutions and thus from economic opportunity, they will be less likely to produce the success story, 31 perhaps the favorite American autobiographical subgenre from Benjamin Franklin onward. That their disquali‹cation lies not in individual incapacity but in social and cultural barriers does not change the fact that people with disabilities are less likely to live the sorts of lives considered narratable and are thus less likely to display their lives in autobiography. (Hence the signi‹cance of the emergence of the nobody memoir, which does not require that the author be famous or accomplished .) One aspect of this discrimination, shared with other minorities , is the internalization of prejudices. Those who accept society’s devaluation of them are less likely to consider their lives worthy of autobiography; stigma serves to silence the stigmatized. Writing a life is an aspect of accessibility that may seem secondary, but it is pertinent here because it is peculiar to disability: despite important recent developments in assistive technology (such as voicerecognition software), the process of composition itself may be complicated by some impairments. People who are blind, Deaf, paralyzed, or cognitively impaired are disadvantaged with regard to the conventional technologies of writing, which take for granted visual acuity, literacy in English as a ‹rst language, manual dexterity, and unimpaired intellect and memory. For people with many impairments, the process of drafting and revising a long narrative may seem dauntingly arduous . At this juncture, then, people with disabilities may be disadvantaged in ways that do not apply to racial and ethnic minorities and in ways that may not be immediately apparent to those who are not disabled . While these impairments may be worked around with the help of a collaborator, questions then arise as to the agency, authority, voice, and authenticity of the self-representation. Furthermore, it is not enough to produce a manuscript; publishing—as distinct from writing or even printing—a life involves gaining access to readers through intermediaries who may have their own agendas. The rise of self-publishing, through companies like Authorhouse , allows increased access to print (to those who can afford to subsidize their own creations), but self-published texts are rarely reviewed , minimally advertised, and generally reach only minute audiences . A third problem, then, may be located in the genre as de‹ned by the literary marketplace, which may impose hegemonic scripts on a Signifying bodies 32 [3.227.232.75] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 16:59 GMT) disempowered group. It is here that “rhetoric” and “disability” crucially intersect: in effect, people with disabilities may be granted access to the literary marketplace on the condition that their stories conform to preferred plots and rhetorical schemes. What characterizes these preferred rhetorics is that they rarely challenge stigma and marginalization directly or effectively. Indeed, their appeal to the reading public may vary inversely with the degree to which they threaten the status quo. In... 
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