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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Deckhand to Deckwatch After I was called back to work from being laid off from the Mather, I told my Dad I wanted to buy him a car. His old 1954 Pontiac was on its last legs, and I had been able to save quite a bit of money because there were few living expenses on the boats. I bought work clothes as needed, tobacco, an occasional drink while up the street, and ‹lm for my camera. Everything else went to my bank account. On a trip past Algonac in late September I saw Mom and Dad standing at Roberts Landing waving and pointing to a brand new 1962 Chevrolet Bel Air, a four-door sedan. Although Dad had begged off when I offered to buy him a car, he had relented and let me buy him the ‹rst new car of his life. I was so proud I could have burst the buttons on my red ›annel shirt. That winter I ‹xed up Dad’s new Chevy by putting in white ›oor mats and blue lights under the dashboard. Since Dad was a volunteer ‹reman we also installed a ›ashing light and a Federal 28 siren. We wired the siren through the horn ring, so a switch could be thrown to select the horn or siren, both being activated by pressing on the chrome horn ring on the steering wheel. When winter showed signs of abating and after I had put about 20 coats of Turtle Wax on the car, I grew increasingly eager to get back on the lakes. My spirits soared when I received orders to report to the J. L. Mauthe, a supership similar to the Elton Hoyt 2nd. Again I would be ‹tting out in Ashtabula. By this time I was an old hand at getting there, and I reported for duty the afternoon of April 18, 1963. I was also an old hand at getting around the city and managed to revisit some of my old haunts, including the Iroquois Club. The Mauthe was a beautiful ship launched at River Rouge, Michigan , on June 21, 1952. Like the Hoyt she had comfortable two-man 78 quarters, fuel oil power, recreation rooms, and a wonderful iron deckhand crane to lift the one piece hatch covers, meaning I would not have to deal with tarps. We ‹t her out and began the season just before the ‹rst of May. A couple of weeks into the season we were upbound on the St. Marys River when we stopped to take on a load of number 5 fuel oil from the big N. W. Hanna tanks on Lime Island. As we approached the pier the ship was caught by a strong wind, and it crashed into the dock with a violent bang. Some sailors go whole careers without experiencing one such accident, and I was involved in one each of the two years I sailed. Unlike the accident the previous year, this time we did not sink into the muck. We did have some badly buckled plates on the starboard side, which had to be reported to the Coast Guard. After taking on fuel we moved upriver and tied up just south of the Soo Locks. As I understand it the Coast Guard pulled our safety certi‹cate, which meant we could not sail until proper repairs were made. Welders were brought in, and they ‹lled the split seams with weld as a temporary repair. Then we had to wait a few days until the Coast Guard gave us permission to make our way to Superior, Wisconsin, for repairs. The Coast Guard did not issue permission until it looked like we would have a clear weather window with plenty of time to make it across Lake Superior without the threat of storms. Practically across the street from where we tied up was the Antlers Bar, a Sault Ste. Marie landmark. The wooden walls and ceiling of the bar are covered with stuffed and mounted animals of every sort, from otters to a giant bear, and every conceivable size of deer, moose, and elk antlers. Over one shoulder one can see a snowshoe rabbit trying to escape a red fox, and over the other there might be a beaver about to take a chunk out of a birch tree. In one corner there is a ferociouslooking wolverine, and you might be startled to discover you are sitting next to a rattlesnake coiled on the top of the bar. A... 
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