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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Doctor V: Anomaly Knowing no one, knowing no better, I ﬁnd him in the yellow pages, under Physicians—Urology. “This is what I do,” he says without inﬂection, his foreﬁnger up my rectum, massaging my prostate to milk some ﬂuid from it. “This is what I do all day, every day.” I’d bled one night, bright blood. “Well, you’ve either got an acute prostate infection, or cancer,” is his calm verdict. The blood cheers me up. It’s the ﬁrst time I’ve had such a clear, indisputable and traditional symptom. Though by the time I reach the doctor, weeks later, the brightness has gone, leaving only a dark tint to my urine as evidence. I like him, a quiet-spoken, gray-bearded man, an Anglo displaced in a poor Hispanic town. Not from around here. He has sad eyes that linger with sincerity, as if there are words he would passionately like to speak, but cannot. There must be a story, and it seems that he might tell it, leaning back in his desk chair regarding me. I mention, by way of conversation, that I have a friend—it is Mary, in fact—who was considering retraining as a doctor. “Tell him not to even consider it,” he responds deﬁnitely. “It’s no life these days. Not with the HMOs. You can’t be a good doctor anymore.” I do not correct him about the gender. 82 83 I like him because he seems sad, and kind. He is never in a hurry to move on to the next patient. About the CFS that rules my body and my days, he is dismissive. He is not even sure he has ever heard the name. I describe the symptoms, the comprehensive oddity of it, and he cuts me short to deny the connectedness of things. “That’s nothing to do with this,” he says. “It’s outside my expertise.” “We’ll try antibiotics ﬁrst, and if they cure it, we’ll know it’s an infection. If they don’t, it’s cancer.” “And if it is cancer?” “If it is cancer, then perhaps you’ll die.” His demeanor is relaxed, melancholy. He’s not trying to shock me. Rather his tone suggests that death would not be such a bad thing, that it is something we could all embrace and share, that he wouldn’t mind a bit of death himself. I nod thoughtfully, acknowledging that he has given me something to think about. Turning to the window, he says, “That’s my truck outside, the one full of rocks. I’m making a garden at my house. That’s what I like to do.” I make up a story about him, over the course of months. He’s a gay man who has come here from a big city. I imagine for him a gregarious metropolitan life full of intelligence and sex. And I imagine how it might have been for him when his friends started dying from AIDS, him the doctor among them, the doctor who knew about sexually transmitted diseases. He came to rural New Mexico because he could not bear it anymore, his losses, his helplessness. He has become so used to the closeness of love to death, that death seems like a sort of love to him, almost a blessing. I am being invited to join his set. We develop a slight friendship within the doctor-patient bounds. Once I phone him at his home—he has suggested I visit his garden—but a different, suspicious, annoyed man answers, putting [52.91.129.199] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 10:45 GMT) me off. I ﬁnd that I am reluctant to point out that I am heterosexual in case we lose our rapport, so I say nothing, do not mention Mary. In any case, Mary is absent these days. She left the village two weeks ago and has been entirely silent. I wonder if my carefulness is a sort of ﬂirting, because I am lonely. I look forward to my ofﬁce visits, which are marked by a series of antibiotics , each of which fails to remove the symptoms and moves me closer to the proof of cancer. Each treatment leaves me a little weaker. I give him a copy of the novel I ﬁnished in Spokane that has now been published, writing a note of my esteem in it, and he clasps the present in both hands, his... 
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