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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Nobody ran a Milwaukee boardinghouse with so much aplomb as Mrs. William Giddings. She ﬁlled her south-side home with workers from the local tannery and catered to them with calm efﬁciency. The two-story frame house, at the corner of Allis and Whitcomb streets in what the city called Allen’s Addition, soon earned a reputation as a haven of solitude where nothing more disturbing than an occasional raised voice occurred. But that was before one Saturday in August long ago. At nine in the morning, Mr. Giddings was at work at the tannery; his wife and their young housemaid were alone in the kitchen. Mary Spiegel, the daughter of a neighboring Polish family, was a slow-witted child of fourteen whose father brutalized her so severely that she welcomed the opportunity to be “hired out.” Although Mary lived in a constant state of nervous apprehension, Mrs. Giddings treated her with compassion and dignity. The women were making pies for dinner when suddenly spoons began leaping from their holder and ﬂying in all directions around the room. Only momentarily startled, the older woman continued to work—until a trap door in the kitchen ﬂoor began to rise and fall. Mrs. Giddings asked Mary to stand on it. When the youngster was unable to hold down the heaving door, the woman knew some prankster had gotten into the cellar. She lifted the door and descended, but saw no one. 195 Mrs. G’s Boardinghouse Climbing back into the kitchen, she found everything in commotion. Dishes ﬂew from the china closet and smashed on the ﬂoor. An oil lamp soared from its shelf and shattered. Chairs rose to the ceiling, and one broke upon hitting the ﬂoor. The stove danced. One of the pies fell from the table, a dish of beans spilled, and eggs whirled out of the pantry that was open to the kitchen. One egg turned a corner to hit Mrs. Giddings where she sat. Mary, greatly frightened, was sent to get the neighbors, Mrs. Mead and Mrs. Rowland, to come sit with them. As the women approached the Giddingses’ house, a pail of ﬂowers at the door leaped over a wooden fence the height of a man and into the next yard. One of the neighbor women brought it back but again the ﬂower pot ﬂew over the fence. Once inside, the four women sat in a circle. Mary began peeling potatoes for dinner. As she talked, the knife ﬂew out of her hand, along with the potato from the pan in her lap; both hit Mrs. Rowland. A moment later a dish on the table cracked in two. None of the group was near enough to the table to have reached it. One piece fell to the ﬂoor; the other remained on the table. Corn, boiling on the stove, leaped out of its pot. The resolute Mrs. Giddings tried to keep her composure, but Mrs. Mead lost hers. Visibly upset, she announced she was going home. No sooner had she reached her yard than a heavy stick of wood was hurled over the fence at her. Mary was at the far end of the Giddingses’ yard and the stick would have been too heavy for her to lift. Pails of water also traveled over the fence and back again, and yet no more than one pail in four was spilled. Curiosity soon brought throngs of neighbor women to the house, where they remained, riveted by fright. Finally, the bewildered Mrs. Giddings sent Mary to fetch George W. Allen and his brother, Rufus, owners of a nearby tannery, the Wisconsin Leather Company. The men were at their ofﬁces and came promptly, bringing with them two doctors, including Nathaniel A. Gray, an eminent Milwaukee obstetrician. While George Allen tried to calm the women, a stove-lid lifter ﬂew off the wood stove, hurtled ten feet through the air, and struck him on the leg. No one was closer to the stove than he. Then, a pie rose from the table, ﬂew past him, and smashed against the stove. To avoid further bombardments, Allen left the room. By this time the ﬂoor was littered with the debris of broken dishes, splintered wood, shards of glass, and spilled food. Mrs. Giddings asked Mary to sweep, and as she did so, one of the doctors kept a close, scrutinizing eye on her. From where he stood, he had a full view of the pantry and of the servant. As... 
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