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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  2 Interpretations of the Movement We make sense of action when there is a coherence between the actions of the agent and the meaning of his situation for him. We ﬁnd his action puzzling until we ﬁnd such a coherence. . . . This coherence in no way implies that the action is rational; the meaning of a situation for an agent may be full of confusion and contradiction; but the adequate depiction of this contradiction makes sense of it. Charles Taylor, Philosophy and the Human Sciences (1971) A question mark has hung over just about every aspect of the September 30th Movement. Why would a movement that announced itself to the public on October 1 name itself after the previous day? Why would a movement that proclaimed itself to be a purely internal army action also decide to decommission President Sukarno’s cabinet and form a new government based on “revolution councils”? Why would a movement that claimed it was an effort to prevent a coup against President Sukarno not explicitly declare that he would remain president within this new government? Why would a movement that wanted to change the government not deploy troops to seize control of the city according to the classic procedures of the coup d’état? Why did the movement not kidnap Major General Suharto or prepare to counter the troops under his command? The movement appears to have been a tangled, incoherent mess. Over the years many people have tried to discern what the movement ’s underlying logic might have been. One has to presume that the 61 perpetrators were not schizophrenic, idiotic, or suicidal. They must have had particular goals in mind and must have designed their actions and statements as reasonably effective means for achieving those goals. They may have misread the political situation and miscalculated their own abilities, but they could not have gone forward with the movement without a plan that made sense to them. There have been four primary methods for resolving the oddities of the movement and imposing some coherence upon it. The Indonesian army’s interpretation, from the early days of October until today, has been that the movement was a plot by the PKI as an institution to seize state power. Far from being just a mutiny or a coup, the movement was the start of a full-scale social revolt against all non-Communist forces. The Cornell scholars Anderson and McVey proposed an alternative reading of the movement in their analysis of January 1966. They af- ﬁrmed the movement’s own representation as an internal army putsch by junior ofﬁcers. A third method, that of the political scientist Harold Crouch, has been to argue that the movement was essentially the work of discontented military ofﬁcers but that the PKI played a large supporting role. The fourth method, pioneered by the Dutch sociologist W. F. Wertheim, is the hypothesis that Suharto and other antiCommunist army generals organized the movement through double agents (Sjam especially) in order to provide a pretext for attacking the PKI and overthrowing Sukarno. Let me review in detail each of these four approaches.1 The Movement as an Attempted Coup d’État by the PKI In his memoir Suharto claims that he guessed that the PKI was the mastermind of the movement when he heard the ﬁrst radio announcement on the morning of October 1: “There and then I had a sense of foreboding. I knew who Untung was. He was very close to the PKI and a keen disciple of Alimin, the PKI boss.”2 Suharto’s assistant for intelligence at Kostrad, the army reserve, was Yoga Sugama, who claims in his memoir (written in the third person by writers he hired) that he was convinced that the movement was led by the PKI even before Suharto thought so: “Yoga was the ﬁrst one in Kostrad to be certain that the kidnapping of the army generals at the end of September 1965 [sic] was committed by PKI elements. Some ofﬁcers appeared doubtful about his conclusion because there was not yet any evidence on October 1 to support it.” Sugama supposedly told the doubters, “This is deﬁnitely the 62 Interpretations of the Movement t [54.159.168.162] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 12:57 GMT) work of the PKI. We only have to ﬁnd the evidence.” He boasts that he was the one who convinced Suharto of the PKI’s culpability, who turned Suharto’s sense of foreboding into an... 
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