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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  CATHOLIC SOCIAL TRADITION Preface to the Series In Tertio millennio adveniente, Pope John Paul II poses a hard question: “It must be asked how many Christians really know and put into practice the principles of the church’s social doctrine.” The American Catholic bishops share the pope’s concern: “Catholic social teaching is a central and essential element of our faith . . . [and yet] our social heritage is unknown by many Catholics. Sadly, our social doctrine is not shared or taught in a consistent and comprehensive way in too many of our schools.” This lack is critical because the “sharing of our social tradition is a defining measure of Catholic education and formation .” A United States Catholic Conference task force on social teaching and education noted that within Catholic higher education “there appears to be little consistent attention given to incorporating gospel values and Catholic social teaching into general education courses or into departmental majors.” In response to this problem, the volumes in the Catholic Social Tradition series aspire to impart the best of what this tradition has to offer not only to Catholics but to all who face the social issues of our times. The volumes examine a wide variety of issues and problems within the Catholic social tradition and contemporary society, yet they share several characteristics. They are theologically and philosophically grounded, examining the deep structure of thought in modern culture. They are publicly argued, enhancing dialogue with other religious and nonreligious traditions. They are comprehensively engaged by a wide variety of disciplines such as theology, philosophy, political science, economics, history, law, management, and finance. Finally, they examine how the Catholic social tradition can be integrated on a practical level and embodied in institutions in which people live much of their lives. The Catholic Social Tradition series is about faith in action in daily life, providing ways of thinking and acting to those seeking a more humane world. Michael J. Naughton University of St. Thomas Minnesota, USA P A T R I S T I C S and Catholic Social Thought Hermeneutical Models for a Dialogue KL B R I A N M A T Z University of Notre Dame Press Notre Dame, Indiana [3.86.243.72] Project MUSE (2024-03-20 10:40 GMT) Copyright © 2014 by University of Notre Dame Notre Dame, Indiana 46556 undpress.nd.edu All Rights Reserved Manufactured in the United States of America Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data Matz, Brian J. Patristics and Catholic social thought : hermeneutical models for a dialogue / Brian Matz. pages cm. — (Catholic social tradition) Includes bibliographical references and index. ISBN 978-0-268-03531-0 (pbk. : alk. paper) — ISBN 0-268-03531-8 (pbk. : alk. paper) ISBN 978-0-268-08693-0 (e-book) 1. Christian sociology—Catholic Church—History of doctrines—Early church, ca. 30–600. 2. Fathers of the church. 3. Christian literature, Early—History and criticism. I. Title. BX1753.M3545 2014 261.8088'282—dc23 2014001704 ∞ The paper in this book meets the guidelines for permanence and durability of the Committee on Production Guidelines for Book Longevity of the Council on Library Resources. For Heidi ... 
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