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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  4 Prayer of the Queen: Esther’s Religious Self in the Septuagint Esther Menn The prayer of Queen Esther in the Septuagint version of the book of Esther provides a telling site for investigation of the concept of the religious self in antiquity. This well-crafted prayer is clearly a secondary composition by a Hellenistic Jewish author, probably living in Palestine sometime in the late second or ﬁrst century b.c.e. After carefully considering the sparer version of the narrative circulating in his time, which may not have even mentioned the name of God if it closely resembled what ultimately came to be known as the Masoretic Text, this anonymous author creatively imagined the words that its female protagonist might have addressed to her deity before risking her life in an attempt to save her people. The invention of a prayer for the queen therefore also meant the simultaneous invention of a particular religious selfunderstanding for her, in keeping with what the author’s Hellenistic Jewish community was capable of imagining for a woman in Esther’s unique position. Esther’s prayer, which appears in the Septuagint version as the second half of Addition C,∞ cannot tell us anything about the religious self of the historical Esther, if there ever was such a ﬁgure, or even much about the religious self of the literary character minimally sketched by the original author in the earliest Hebrew version. But Esther’s prayer in the Septuagint can certainly reveal central aspects of what it meant for the author’s religious community to be Jewish, and for this reason alone it is worthy of careful exploration. The Septuagint is not the only version of the narrative that secondarily attributes a prayer to Esther. The two Targums, the Babylonian Talmud, and midrashic collections including Esther Rabbah and the Midrash on the Psalms all interject distinctive prayers through which the Jewish queen directly dis- Prayer of the Queen 71 closes an illuminated interiority building on, but far exceeding, the intimations of her inner life in the Masoretic Text. The reasons for this virtually universal practice of supplementing the original narrative with a prayer attributed to Esther are not di≈cult to imagine. The introduction of her prayer ﬁlls a gaping void of religiosity left by the Hebrew version of the narrative and transforms her character into an exemplar of conventional piety. The descriptions in chapter 4 of fasting by Mordecai and the rest of the Jewish community as well as by Esther and her maids no doubt also motivated the introduction of the motif of prayer, since fasting and prayer are commonly associated practices in early Judaism. Ultimately, a speciﬁc detail in the biblical text itself was identiﬁed as an indication that the queen prayed before taking action: the unnamed ‘‘king’’ approached by Esther in 5:1 came to be regarded as an allusion to the divine Sovereign whom Esther ﬁrst approaches in prayer. In every version of the narrative that includes some form of the queen’s petition, Esther’s prayerful articulation of her self-understanding corresponds with the portrayal of her character in the larger text into which it is embedded. Comparative study of Esther’s many prayers in ancient Jewish literature would therefore reveal a fascinating variety of conceptions of the religious self in the Hellenistic, Roman, and Byzantine periods as these conceptions came to be applied to this single female ﬁgure responding to the particular circumstances of her life and times in the Persian court. Esther’s prayer in the Septuagint is an excellent focus for this initial study of the queen’s religious self in Jewish antiquity. For one thing, it appears to be the oldest of Esther’s prayers preserved in any extant literature. The colophon concerning the translation of the Esther scroll into Greek suggests that this prayer may have been composed already in the late second or ﬁrst century b.c.e.≤ Esther’s prayer in the Septuagint is also exceptionally well-developed and reveals a number of aspects of her identity, since it appears at a critical turning point when the Jewish queen emerges from her characteristic silence and compliance to deliver the Jews from annihilation. This version of her prayer is also thematically coherent, presenting an overarching understanding of Esther’s religious self as a humble subject of the divine King who claims the complete loyalty of the entire Jewish people. This essay will explore this conception of the religious self, reﬂecting... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780253111715
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780253346490
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					191936278
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					280
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	