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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  8 At the Edge of a Shattered Mirror, Community? Karlyn Koh In her discussion of Asian American cultural production, Lisa Lowe cogently elaborates a theory of the emergence of new critical subjectivities that are multiple and heterogeneous. Speci¤cally, Lowe points out that the concept of heterogeneity enables one to envision subjectivities that embrace internal differences (such as gender, sexuality, and class) within an identity category. Indeed, moving beyond the necessity of “strategic essentialism” in earlier struggles against institutionalized marginalization, she proposes that “in the 1990s, we can afford to rethink the notion of racialized ethnicity” in terms of differences “rather than presuming similarities and making the erasure of particularity the basis of unity” (Immigrant Acts 83). However, while echoing Lowe’s call, David Eng and Alice Hom, the editors of the 1998 anthology Q&A: Queer in Asian America, note that despite acknowledgments of “heterogeneity”in racialized ethnic communities , the disciplinary gap between Asian American studies and lesbian/gay studies remains uninterrogated. For indeed, the extension of identity politics beyond such historical categories as racial ethnicity, class, and sexuality poses the question of what this new “Asian American”subject might be. As Dana Takagi insists in her essay contribution to the anthology Asian American Sexualities: Dimensions of Gay and Lesbian Experience, “the practice of including gayness in Asian American studies rebounds into a reconsideration of the theoretical status of the concept ‘Asian American’ identity” (Takagi, “Maiden Voyage” 33), and, I would add, the very concept of racialized ethnicity. What are the implications of “including gayness” in studies of “race”? If the queering of ethnic studies skews, or “queers,” the lines that identity politics compels one to draw, then what are the assumptions of identity that need to be urgently reexamined? Karin Aguilar-San Juan poses these questions by way of an anecdote. In Q&A, she writes about an occasion when an editor soliciting her work for an anthology on Filipino American politics prefaced his invitation by asking her if she was a lesbian: “‘[I]f I am not mistaken,’ he said to her, ‘you’re a lesbian, right?’” (Aguilar-San Juan, “Going Home” 30). The editor presented her with this question because, according to Aguilar San-Juan, he had hoped that she could address the lack of writing by Filipino American lesbians.However,it provoked Aguilar-San Juan to ask herself, “He’s right, isn’t he? What kind of lesbian am I, anyway? Am I the kind of lesbian he means?” (30; original emphasis). Following this encounter,Aguilar-San Juan ponders on the problematics of authenticity , the appeal to which, she says, “is one way that Asian American lesbians and gay men confer upon ourselves the power of knowledge” (31). She suggests that this problem of authenticity is broached each time some aspect of experience is excluded in the invocation of a broad term; hence, one is perpetually appending more identities to a name so as to qualify it.1 For Aguilar-San Juan, the work of rethinking collectivity and community remains incomplete, a challenge that she formulates as such: In the end, no matter how inclusive we try to be—as editors of collections or as activists in social movements—at some point the line we draw must be exclusive of someone, because it is not possible to anticipate the in¤nite variety of human experiences or the social and historical circumstances that surround us. I see two ways around this problem. The ¤rst is to simply acknowledge the lines that we draw. The second calls for a deeper transformation, a world without lines. (33) Ironically, while the concept of community is premised on the gesture of inclusion , whereby individuals who share something in common are invited to come together,the very lines that are drawn around a community compel an exclusion of others. Between exclusion and inclusion, it seems to me, is precisely where community emerges—not as a place but as a spacing of ¤nite ¤gures crossing, shattering the mirror that grounds community as an experience that is shared. Thus, a world of possibilities is neither a world without lines (transcendence) nor community bound to its self (immanence),but the one in the other.Instead, a thinking of community obliges us to consider the stranger at the borders of our delimited spaces of belonging. But this obligation does not so much imply an arbitrary collapsing of historical and sociopolitical speci¤cities. It also does not mean one disregards the continuing exigencies of mobilizing in the name of community... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780253110916
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780253343802
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					62348375
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					224
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	