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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  7. The Time of Contributions to Philosophy William McNeill In memory of Hillary Johnson, 1975–1999 Chronologically reckoned, Heidegger’s Contributions to Philosophy (Of Ereignis )1 date from 1936–1938, an extremely rich and productive period of his work that is commonly regarded as marking a fundamental “turning” in his thought. To the most important works of around that period—works that at once attune, and are in turn attuned by, Contributions —there are the lecture course on Hölderlin’s Hymns “Germania” and “The Rhine” (1934/35); the lectures entitled Introduction to Metaphysics (1935); the lecture courses on Nietzsche (1936–1939); and the essays “The Origin of the Work of Art” (1935/36), “Hölderlin and the Essence of Poetizing” (1936), and “The Age of the World Picture” (1938). Of these, all but the lectures on Hölderlin’s “Germania” and “The Rhine” (which have since appeared as volume 39 of the Gesamtausgabe), and of course Contributions itself, were published by Heidegger himself during his lifetime. Taken together, these works point to a formidable breadth and depth of philosophical activity in the space of just a few years. And Contributions should, of course, be read critically within the context of the other works of this period, as well as within the scope of the thinker’s work as a whole. Nevertheless, the true time of Contributions is not that of a particular historical period as commonly understood by our historiographical representation of events, nor does it belong within a chronological ordering of the thinker’s biography. As with all of Heidegger’s thinking from the early 1920s on, the time of Contributions is that of the Augenblick: the “glance of the eye” or moment of authentic presence that at once sustains and is sustained by the authentic action of the thinker, his thoughtful work. The time of the Augenblick is not that of a “now” or point in time that can be set before us or represented as one “moment” in a linear sequence of events. It no more belongs to such a sequence than does the associated event of Ereignis, or coming into one’s own, that is the proper topic of Contributions. This is not to say, however, that the Augenblick is not also historical; rather, it belongs to the Ereignis or event of the “history of being,” that is, to the way in which being happens and is destined to historical human beings. Human beings, on Heidegger’s account, ¤rst become historical and come to belong to a history through the happening of this event that is the address—the speaking—of historicality itself. The Augenblick or moment of authentic presence is the temporal moment in which we thoughtfully respond to the way in which being addresses us. Whether thoughtful or thought-less, our 130 William McNeill response to the address of being is the essence of all human action. The time of the Augenblick, as the time of thoughtful action itself, is a time of genesis, creation, and passing away, of both natality and mortality: a time in which and out of which an action or a work ¤rst emerges that can then, subsequently, be taken up into a history or ordered within a chronology. Such, as I shall try to show, is the time of Contributions. Before proceeding to look at Contributions, and in particular at part II, entitled Der Anklang, I should ¤rst like to recall some of the key characteristics of the Augenblick that emerge from Heidegger’s early phenomenological analyses.2 The Augenblick as the Site of Human Action: Heidegger’s Reading of Aristotle and the Phenomenology of Dasein Heidegger’s early phenomenological analyses of Aristotle, as presented particularly in the 1922 treatise “Phenomenological Interpretations with Respect to Aristotle”3 and in the 1924/25 lecture course on Plato’s Sophist,4 are of pivotal importance for his subsequent understanding of the Augenblick. For it was in these early encounters with Aristotle, as his student Hans-Georg Gadamer reports, and in particular through his discovery of the intellectual virtue of phronesis in Book VI of the Nicomachean Ethics, that Heidegger “took his ¤rst, decisive distance from ‘phenomenology as a strict science.’”5 In Aristotle’s analysis of phronesis, Heidegger found a kind of knowing and understanding that was fundamentally different from—and indeed more primordial than—any form of theoretical or “scienti¤c” knowledge and yet absolutely decisive for the apprehension and conduct of human life. Aristotle’s analyses of the... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780253108395
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780253339461
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					50174735
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					264
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2012-01-01
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	