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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  110 According to Maimonides, “it is not correct to say that God is living, or that God knows or wills. The truth is that God is life, God is knowledge, and God is will.” From the standpoint of knowledge, God is at the same time the known and the process of knowing. Theologically or philosophically speaking, there is little, if any, difference between Maimonides’ conception of God and the conception of God that makes for man’s salvation. —Mordecai Kaplan, “Soterics” Some say that Mordecai Kaplan had no theology, while others say that he did not believe in God. Both are mistaken. Kaplan was a courageous man, and if he considered himself an atheist, he would have said so. He was a passionate believer, a naturalist to be sure, but a believer nonetheless . It is quite clear that he would never agree to the derogatory slur that “there is no God and Kaplan is his prophet”; yet, in a certain paradoxical sense, this statement is true. ThoughKaplandismissedsupernaturalismearlyinlife,hewasGodobsessed . He thought about God all the time. Nonetheless, he rejected a providentialGodwhoconcernsHimselfwithhumanbeings,whodirects history, and who lays down laws for us to follow. In a 1905 journal entry, Kaplan rhapsodizes on the infinite, even while emphatically rejecting a “super self” as part of the great beyond: “There is a kind of mysticism which is essential to thought and without which thought is both barren and heartless,” Kaplan tells us, “it is of the very essence of literature to embody this sense of the infinite, this longing for the eternal universal beyond. To call this beyond a person [however] is meaningless, as [Matthew ] Arnold has so well proved.”1 K APLAN AND HIS GOD: AN AMBIVALENT RELATIONSHIP S I X Kaplan and His God 111 The rejection of God as a “super self” or a supreme being is consistent throughout Kaplan’s writings. In Questions Jews Ask, a half century later, Kaplan put it this way: “When, for example, we are told that God is living, we should not take that to mean that God is a being who possesses the attributes of life, which He shares with other living beings, but that He is life itself. God and life are one and the same.”2 If God is not a person, a self, or a mind, then God has no will, can give no laws, and cannot communicate with people in any significant sense. Kaplan does sometimes speak of knowing God, but it is only in a highly metaphorical sense. The problems this image creates for traditional Judaism are numerous. If God is not a self and has no will, then how can we speak of God as directing history? Yet the first commandment asserts such direction as a truth:“ItheLordamyourGodwhobroughtyououtofthelandof Egypt . . . you shall have no other gods beside Me.” God’s action, the salvation of his people from bondage, is a central tenet of Israelite monotheism. Primary loyalty is due to Him. Even Kaplan noted this when he asserted that the Shemah (Deuteronomy 6:4) is not a statement announcing that God is one but rather an oath that we owe allegiance to Him alone.3 Some considered Kaplan’s beliefs a species of atheism. Rabbi Bernard Drachman, Kaplan’s former teacher from his Jewish Theological Seminary days, writing in 1921, put it this way: The utterances of Kaplan . . . on some of the fundamental doctrines of religion and his proposals for the Reconstruction of Judaism . . . have come as a great shock to all Jews who believe in the traditional faith of Israel and desire its perpetuation. . . . True Jews, that is to say, believers in a Supreme Being and a genuine Divine Law interpreted by authoritative tradition, cannot look upon such theories and proposals otherwise than with feelings of horror.4 Kaplan, however, was utterly emphatic in his rejection of atheism. In an early journal entry that discussed the theological issue of immanence and transcendence, Kaplan makes his position clear and goes so far as to identify belief in immanence with atheism: “The moment God is merely identified with the world and conceived as being immanent but not transcendent, His divinity is denied and He is dissolved into the world. Thisistheatheismandpantheismwhichreligionsovigorouslycontends against.”5 [34.205.43.164] Project MUSE (2024-04-10 01:10 GMT) 112 The Radical American Judaism of Mordecai M. Kaplan Still, I wonder about a situation where a belief in a Supreme Being is required for membership in an organization. Some time ago, there was an article in... 

			

			

			
			
			
			
			
			
      

			
			
			
						
			
				
					collapse
				
				
					
					You are not currently authenticated.
									
					If you would like to authenticate using a different subscribed institution or have your own login and password to Project MUSE

					Authenticate
				

			

			
			
			
    	

    	
    	




	
		

		

		
		

		

		
    
    
	  Share


    
      
      
        

      
               
      
  		
  		
    

		
    
		

		
			
			
		

    


	





    	
    	
    	
    	
    	




    	
	
		
			Additional Information

		

				
			
			
							
			
				
					ISBN
				

				
					9780253010889
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Related ISBN(s)
				

				
					9780253010759, 9780253017116
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					MARC Record
				

				
					Download
				

			

			
            
			
			
				
					OCLC
				

				
					861082035
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Pages
				

				
					360
				

			

									
			
			
				
					Launched on MUSE
				

				
					2013-11-28
				

			

			
			
			
			
				
					Language
				

				
					English
				

			

			
			
			
				
					Open Access
				

				
					
					No
					
				

			

			
			
			
			
		

	

	
		
		
			Purchase

		

		
			
			
			[image: buy this book (opens new window)]
			
			Buy This Book in Print

		

		
		

		

	






		
			
				
					
						Project MUSE Mission

						Project MUSE promotes the creation and dissemination of essential humanities and social science resources through collaboration with libraries, publishers, and scholars worldwide. Forged from a partnership between a university press and a library, Project MUSE is a trusted part of the academic and scholarly community it serves.

					

					
						[image: MUSE logo]
					

				

			

			
			
				
					
						
							
								About

									MUSE Story
	Publishers
	Discovery Partners
	Journal Subscribers
	Book Customers
	Conferences


							
							
								What's on Muse

									Open Access
	Journals
	Books
	The Complete Prose of T. S. Eliot
	MUSE in Focus


							
							

						

						
						  
								Resources

									News & Announcements
	Email Sign-Up
	Promotional Materials
	Presentations
	Get Alerts


							
							
								Information For

									Publishers
	Librarians
	Individuals
	Instructors


							
							

						

					

					
						
							
								Contact

									Contact Us
	Help


									
											[image: Facebook]
	[image: Linkedin]
	[image: Twitter]


									


							
							
								Policy & Terms

									Accessibility
	Privacy Policy
	Terms of Use


							
							

						

						
							
								2715 North Charles Street
Baltimore, Maryland, USA 21218

								+1 (410) 516-6989

								muse@jh.edu

								©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.

							

							
								Now and Always, 
The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]
								
								[image: Project MUSE logo]

								Now and Always, The Trusted Content Your Research Requires

								Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus

							

							

						

					

					

				

			

			
				Built on the Johns Hopkins University Campus
		
				©2024 Project MUSE. Produced by Johns Hopkins University Press in collaboration with The Sheridan Libraries.
			
			
		
		

		
		
		
		
		
			Back To Top
		

		
		
		
		  
		
		
		
			
				This website uses cookies to ensure you get the best experience on our website. Without cookies your experience may not be seamless.

				
				
				
				
				
				  Accept
				

				

			

		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
		
	