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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  7 northern money and Race studies In March 1925, at the first national Interracial conference in cincinnati, Jack Woofter and Will alexander discovered how ambivalently african americans regarded the interracial cooperation movement. The conference was held under the auspices of the commission on Interracial cooperation (cIc) and the Federal council of churches (Fcc) and organized by black economist and social gospeler george e. Haynes, who ran the Fcc’s department of Race Relations. His co-chairmen were george c. clement, an african methodist episcopal Zion church bishop who led the Fcc’s commission on the church and Race Relations (ccRR), and two white clergymen, cIc chairman m. ashby Jones and the english-born president and cofounder of the Fcc, s. Parkes cadman. other organizations represented at cincinnati included the ymca and the yWca, along with sundry churches, public health associations, fraternal organizations, and student bodies. The Russell sage Foundation also sent several delegates, including mary van kleeck, the new york social reformer who directed the foundation’s department of Industrial studies.1 many of the 216 participants (114 blacks and 102 whites) at the cincinnati conference knew each other through war work, religious committees, or social work networks. Woofter, alexander, and ashby Jones were accompanied by the cIc’s director of publicity, Robert B. eleazer, and david d. Jones, a young black administrator recently appointed to be cIc general field secretary. several cIc state interracial committees were represented, as were unconnected interracial groups outside the south. no one attended from the leadership of the national association for the advancement of colored People (naacP) or the national Urban league (nUl), but the latter’s southern field secretary, Jesse o. Thomas, from atlanta, and its Philadelphia secretary, Forrester B. Washington, participated throughout the conference. The small number of academic participants included e. Franklin Frazier and John Hope from morehouse college and the white chicago-trained sociologist earle e. eubank of the University of cincinnati . apart from Haynes, the best-known black leader present was the Reverend W. H. Jernagin of the national Race congress, a second-division organization based in the district of columbia and dominated by church ministers. The black press was represented by nettie george speedy of the Chicago Defender, chandler owen of the socialist Messenger magazine, and nahum Brascher of the associated negro Press.2 174 northern money and Race studies | 175 Haynes opened proceedings with a gibe at new theorists of race in the social sciences, such as Franz Boas and melville J. Herskovits, and organizations like the naacP (and, implicitly, the socialist Party and the Universal negro Improvement association). His point was that a national profile did not bestow local relevance : “The danger now arises that communities, organizations and individuals may lose sight of the fact that the problems consist of concrete relations of the two races in industry, in education, in church, in state, in neighborhoods and in other relations of life. The danger is that such a movement may become more or less theoretical and generalized rather than practical and localized.”3 This attitude marked one of the differences between the 1925 national Interracial conference and the better-known 1928 national Interracial conference held in Washington, d.c. The latter was well funded, scientific, and more representative of the different groups studying and debating racial issues across the United states, whereas the significance of the cincinnati conference lay partly in showing that an interracial cooperation movement existed and that it went beyond southern initiatives. The cincinnati proceedings were captured in verbatim records of each session, in which personal testimony was as prevalent as research data. Religion and the “golden Rule” were much in evidence during sessions on constitutional rights, integration, and equality. The conference showed how interracial leadership varied according to region, with whites to the fore in southern delegations and blacks speaking for northern groups. When northerners issued blanket denunciations of all racial differentiation in hospitals and ymca facilities , southern black delegates responded that since separate services were all they could get in the south the key was not to decry them, but to make them as good as possible. lynching was hardly mentioned, perhaps because any discussion would have opened up splits between different camps on the still-raw subject of federal legislation. The critical division at the conference arose between those who prioritized improving the physical conditions in which black people lived and those who saw the primary challenge as removing race prejudice. The first group argued that slums and slum lifestyles... 
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