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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  LOVE AND PROTECTION Strategies of Conservation One of the common complaints amongst women, as they sorted through piles of clothing lying on the bed and spilling out of the cupboard, was that they didn’t know what to do with all the clothes they felt they could no longer wear. As new additions to the wardrobe are made throughout one’s lifetime, its previous occupants can become burdensome. But trying to divest oneself of unwanted clothing is fraught with pitfalls. Cloth is supremely capable of articulating a multiplicity of ideas and values, and women trying to divest themselves of clothing assess these ideas and values through a series of rationalizations. Cloth can make connections, wrap and bind, and transmit the essences of people and places, and this chapter discusses how these capacities are conserved within the domestic realm wherever possible. Daily practices reveal populardiscoursesconcerningthemoralvirtueofthrift,thestrengthening of familial relations, the importance of sociability and wholeness, and associated concepts of hierarchy, purity, and pollution. Part of the technology of everyday life, cloth is a social operator, and the materiality of cloth is a resource to be utilized; clothing can both protect and endanger , and transactions involving it affect both giver and receiver. Cloth is ephemeral, but recycling can prolong its life whilst renewing its form. Cloth mediates spatial and temporal relationships as families and individuals re-create themselves anew. The sari and the dhoti are just lengths of cloth. They lie flat but can be folded, wrapped, draped, or cut up; they are fundamentally adaptable to any wearer. In the domestic Indian context cloth’s material physicality impels it to be used and reused, over and over again, and this necessity is reflected in women’s comments, attitudes, and actions; it is actually 4 86 RECYCLING INDIAN CLOTHING very difficult to decide that a sari is worthless or no longer useful. It may have no immediate or apparent use, but it usually has potential. Once bound up with the ecology of the wardrobe, cloth also forms part of a social environment; it is a material agent in the formation of subjectivities and social relations. Drawing on the work of James Gibson (1979), Ingold writes, “Meanings are not attached by the mind to objects in the world, rather these objects take on their significance—or in Gibson’s terms, they afford what they do—by virtue of their incorporation into a characteristic pattern of day-to-day activities . . . Meaning is immanent in the relational contexts of people’s practical engagement with their lived-in environments” (Ingold 2000, 168). Priya’s Waistcoat Priya is a widow in her eighties, originally from Kumaon in Uttar Pradesh. She used to live in a well-to-do suburb in south Delhi until the expense proved too great and she moved to the Progressive to live with her daughter, who is divorced. Her former son-in-law lived in Canada. A trained artist, Priya is known for her highly unusual and beautifully coordinated clothes, which are characteristically asymmetrical in pattern and do not “match” in the conventional Indian sense.1 They incorporate her native Kumaoni tailoring into classic Delhi styling.2 She was married in the late 1930s, at eighteen; her father was a senior officer in the police force, and they were living near Banaras. Looking though old photographs of her family, she remembered that by the age of fifteen she had already started to wear her own style. In the pictures she wore the small fitted waistcoats that were to become her trademark. These were worn on top of her choli, with the end of her sari draped over the top. Her tiny figure has remained the same all her life, so she has never grown out of her clothes. When I spoke with her she generally combined the waistcoats with a kurta and churidar. Her two favorite waistcoats were both extremely fine-quality items from her trousseau: a black velvet waistcoat from her sister that she still wore every winter, and a salmon-pink silk one from her parents. The silk was figured with flowers and leaves woven with silver thread as a supplementary weft (zari work), in the “heavy” Banarasi style. A highly prized item of clothing in Priya’s wardrobe for over sixty years, it was in an unusual style that [3.84.202.224] Project MUSE (2024-04-09 06:56 GMT) LOVE AND PROTECTION 87 could only have been worn by an upper-class woman for special functions, and which Priya... 
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