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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  Preface The idea for a study of organized crime in Chicago began when I was in grammar school. As a child, I had a great uncle who was not allowed to visit our home.When I asked my grandfather why we did not associate with Uncle Frank, he only replied that Uncle Frank did not work. I later found out that he was a member of the North Side Crew of the Chicago Outfit, the traditional organized crime group in Chicago. Growing up in the West Side of Chicago, the Outfit was a part of everyday life. I witnessed my first police raid when I was twelve years old as Chicago police rescued a “juice loan” victim who was being held in the basement of a local restaurant by neighborhood gangsters. I also remember being sent home late one evening by Chicago mobster Joseph Lombardo after he “closed the corner” where my friends and I hung out and drank beer long after curfew. As a teenager, I worked in a local grocery store. One of our customers was Ross Prio, head of the North Side Crew. His visits to our store were right out of the movies—bodyguards, black Cadillacs, and five-hundred-dollar suits. Who were these people? Why did the government allow them to exist? What was their relationship to our neighborhood? When I became a university professor and sought a research topic, the choice was easy. I chose to study organized crime in American society. Research into organized crime presents difficulties not typically encountered in the social sciences. All societies have topics that are considered taboo. The study of organized crime is one of those taboo subjects. Facts and relationships are often uncovered that may be better left hidden. Because organized crime is sustained by collusion, corruption, and complacency, academics have largely ignored this important social problem. In fact, the academic community has been accused of damaging its own credibility by ignoring its moral obligation to remind society of the dangers posed by organized crime.1 x preface Sociology and organized crime grew up together in Chicago during the decades that followed World War I. There, sociologists at the University of Chicago were laying the groundwork for criminology as it is known today. Yet these sociologists, whose perspectives focused on life in the streets of Chicago, virtually ignored the phenomenon that became known as organized crime.While Chicagoans and the American public alike were reading about the exploits of Al Capone and other Prohibition-era gangsters in the daily newspapers, only one social scientist, John Landesco, was actively studying the problem of organized crime. Landesco’s book Organized Crime in Chicago is the single most important sociological work ever written about this subject. Although completed in 1929, Landesco’s study did not receive wide circulation until it was reprinted in 1968. Its marginal status among the works of the Chicago School of sociology has become the subject of some debate. The recommendations regarding the control of organized crime made by Landesco and Ernest Burgess , who contributed to the original edition of the book, were not widely received by the academic community and other reformers of the period. Unlike most of the work of the Chicago School, Landesco’s research was critical of the business community and government of Chicago.2 Landesco’s recommendations focused on the integration of immigrant communities, and in particular the Sicilian community, into mainstream American society; the creation of a system of “boards of conciliation and arbitration”to mediate labor disputes; the removal of politics from the police department; the control of juvenile delinquency; and the separation of the political machine and organized crime in Chicago. These recommendations made it clear that organized crime was rooted in the social structure of society itself. The history, economic system, political order, and stratification of Chicago were responsible for organized crime, not immigrant or recalcitrant members of society. Such findings gave rise to a significant number of questions that few people were willing to answer. Even without the difficulties imposed by researching potentially taboo subjects, finding out about organized crime is very difficult. People do not always agree upon the meaning of the term organized crime. Does it denote a specific type of crime, such as violent crime and property crime, or is it a specific group of people? Is organized crime the type of crime that requires organization in its commission, such as gambling, prostitution, and narcotics trafficking; or does it refer to the Mafia... 
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