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			  In lieu of an abstract, here is a brief excerpt of the content:
			  4 “Goin’ Steady” and into the Army “I cried like a rat eating a red onion” is how Faron described his reaction to receiving a draft notice. “I was laying over there at Mom [Upchurch’s] one day,” he said, “picking on the guitar and thinking I had the world by the tail, when here come my manager, Hubert Long, and Ken Nelson, who was in town. They had brought me greetings from Uncle Sam.” When asked if he’d been drafted or had joined the army voluntarily, he replied, “You damned right I was drafted. I didn’t join nuthin’.” He joked about his attempt to beat the draft: “I went down for the medical examination . . . and I said, ‘Doc, I’ve got a palpitating heart; I’ve got heart trouble.’ Well, he listened and he said, ‘Yeah, son, I can hear it breaking.’”1 “He was pretty downcast,” Ken Nelson recalls. “Hubert assured him his  career would resume after his discharge and I told him I would continue to release his records, to let me know when he was on leave and I could come to Nashville and record him.”2 Faron always described being drafted as a fourth event of 1952, after “I got me a recording contract with Capitol, came to Nashville, had ‘Goin’ Steady’ as a hit.”3 But his first two singles were the ones being played when he went into the army. “Goin’ Steady,” which came out six weeks after his November 16 induction date, was recorded at the Castle Studio in the Tulane Hotel on October 12.4 According to Hubert Long, the song’s title came from a magazine in a hotel room he and Faron shared while on tour. Faron thumbed through the magazine and saw an article, “Going Steady.” “The moment he saw the title,” Long said, “he whooped like the gal who recognizes her favorite hat [and he] began creating a song to suit the thought.” Hillous Butram, frontman for Hank Snow’s Rainbow Ranch Boys and a former Drifting Cowboy for Hank Williams, was in the adjoining room. Hearing Faron play a guitar and sing the same lines repeatedly, Butram knocked on their door, confirmed Faron was writing a song, and said, “Sing me your first line.” “Me and my baby are goin’ steady,” Faron sang. “We ain’t married, but we’re gettin’ ready to tie the knot and I’m gonna make her my own.” Butram offered, “Now that I’ve found her, I’m gonna keep her. Finders, keepers, losers, weepers.” Faron liked the line and wrote it down. Butram and Long helped Faron work on the song until they went to breakfast. “Back in those days,” Butram says, “if you gave somebody a line in a song, you didn’t want nothing for it. Because he would have done the same for me. If I had writer’s credits on every one I’d ever done a line in, I’d have my name on a bunch of songs.” They checked out of the hotel, and Faron had finished the song by the time they reached their destination. “‘Goin’ Steady’ sounded a whole lot like Hank,” he observed. “In fact, they thought Hank had written the song. He didn’t, but yeah, I was singing like him.”5 Considering that Hank Williams was Faron’s hero, some similarities would not be surprising. Ray Price, who shared a house with Williams in 1952, states, “I don’t remember Hank ever singing it. When Hank wrote a song, he always sang ’em and always asked me my opinion.”6 Butram recalls walking into a bar years later and hearing Faron tell several men, “The hell I didn’t write it. Hank Williams didn’t help me write that.” When “Goin’ Steady” and into the Army [50.19.159.160] Project MUSE (2024-04-05 14:43 GMT) live fast, love hard  he saw Butram, Faron said, “In fact, there’s a boy right there I can prove it by. He wrote part of it.”7 Ken Nelson suggested Faron publish “Goin’ Steady” with Central Songs, an important country music publishing company at the time. He didn’t reveal that he owned a third of the company; he wanted to avoid conflict-of-interest charges relating to his job as Capitol Records A&R man. “I never insisted an artist put a song with our firm,” he says. “Never.” Artists who didn’t have a publisher, however, usually... 
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