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11, but later assimilates Hecate’s grove to Proserpina’s rape scene in Metamorphoses 5. Highlighting Statius’ ekphrasis of a bowl in Adrastus’ palace, she discusses Psamathe, metaphorically emerging from Hades as Poine to exact revenge
on her folk, in relation to Ovid’s Medusa. Keith also illuminates Silius Italicus’
incorporation of Daedalus and Icarus, interweaving Ovidian myth in a Vergilian
narrative with complex implications about the artist and narrative.
Neil Bernstein approaches Silius’ reception of Ovid by analysis of repeated
diction through Tesserae, a search program identifying matches of two-lexeme
phrases of Greek and Latin texts. Sections on quantitative and qualitative analysis are included. Bernstein provides a sample analysis of Silius’ account of the
famine at Saguntum, with tables indicating Tesserae’s scores rating each result.
Narrowing down the results for interpretive importance yields a significant allusion by Silius to Pythagoras’ accusation of cannibalism in Metamorphoses 15.
Stephen Hinds illuminates Claudian’s repetition of Ovid in the De Raptu
Proserpinae. Hinds disputes editorial substitutions of Etna for Enna in Claudian’s text. He shows that key phrases, such as haud procul inde alluding to
Metamorphoses 5 and planities echoing Verrine 4, signal the scene of the rape as
Enna. Hinds observes that Claudian incorporates the lilies and violets of Metamorphoses 5 and also the narcissus, which evokes the Homeric Hymn to Demeter and Ovid’s myth of Narcissus, with implications of violence and loss and of
mediation between worlds.
Classicists, Renaissance scholars, and advanced students with an interest
in the dynamics of literary genesis, especially epic, should find Repeat Performances an informative and valuable resource.

BARBARA PAVLOCK
Lehigh University

Marc Domingo Gygax. Benefaction and Rewards in the Ancient Greek City: The
Origins of Euergetism. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2016. Pp. xvi,
321. $99.99. ISBN 978-0-521-51535-1.
In this volume Marc Domingo Gygax provides a clear, theoretically informed,
scholarly, and meticulous treatment of the development and early history of euergetism, the system of harnessing “private liberality for public benefit,” as Paul
Veyne put it in his seminal Le pain et le cirque: sociologie historique d’un pluralisme politique (Paris 1976; abridged English translation [London 1990], 10).
Most scholars have followed Veyne and the preponderance of our epigraphic
evidence to concentrate on the Hellenistic and Roman periods as well as the
transition to Christian charity. This book makes two main contributions. First,
it covers the prehistory of Hellenistic euergetism, starting in the archaic period
and examining in detail the growth, especially in classical Athens, of euergetism.
Although historians associate euergetism with elite domination of Hellenistic
and then Roman cities, it owed its origins to Athenian democracy. That individual benefactions and honors were fraught and controversial practices, in
tension with the citizen egalitarianism of Athens but required by exigencies of
naval power especially after the end of the Athenian Empire, does not make
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this observation any less true. Second, Domingo Gygax views euergetism in the
context of reciprocity, specifically the anthropology of gift exchange, in for example the work of Marcel Mauss and Marshall Sahlins. He argues that otherwise
puzzling aspects of euergetism can be understood best according to the logic
of the gift. Of course, euergetism is a special, somewhat abstract, subset of the
larger category of gift exchange. Unlike the simple case, it involves on one side
a whole community or state. And the types of gifts are asymmetrical as well:
financial or material benefactions, often very large, are typically repaid with honors. Domingo Gygax sometimes regards the honors awarded to benefactors as
counter-gifts that may clear the account (40); in other cases they may merely be
a way for a community to soften the inferiority implied by receiving a gift that it
cannot repay (257): “I said, ‘Thank you.’”
Domingo Gygax’s chronological treatment is rich and deals with more complicated material than can be summarized here. He begins in the sixth century
with honors for exceptional victorious athletes, and with the scattered evidence
of the rewards later associated with euergetism, including proxenia. He also
treats less formal, “non-institutional” predecessors of euergetism, for the benefactions of archaic elites earned recompense in honor and subordination, if not
the official rewards of later euergetism. And the liberality of tyrants may have
established special bonds of reciprocity with the demos (95). In the classical period he concentrates on Athens, the source of much of our information and “the
place of origin of the practice, which eventually spread throughout the Greek
world, of systematically honoring members of the polis elite for their services and
economic contributions” (107). In addition to proxenoi and victorious athletes,
we find by the mid-fifth century references to the full spectrum of honors that
later characterized euergetism, including the word itself (110). The number and
scope of euergetical awards expanded from the period of the Peloponnesian War
through the time of Lykourgos. Generals were early beneficiaries of sitesis (the
right to dine in the prytaneion), proedria (seats of honor), and crowns, which
they received by the time of the Prytaneion Decree in the third quarter of the
fifth century (131–32, 181). By the end of the Peloponnesian War, numbers of
prominent generals had been so honored (185), a trend that continued through
the fourth century. Honors bestowed on those who made monetary or material
donations to that war effort and afterwards constituted a more direct antecedent
of Hellenistic euergetism (187–92). Private donations for public buildings and
those connected with offices complete the spectrum of euergetism, but the classical Athenians never established an official group of euergetai (230–31): such a
practice would have been contrary to democratic ideals. Still, the classical period
saw the “progressive euergetization of the Athenian financial system” (204).
Whereas Veyne was a “splitter,” polemical in his denial of parallels to euergetism and of general theories that might encompass it, Domingo Gygax’s
strength is that he is a “lumper.” He “attempts to identify regularities, patterns,
and principles behind the variety of human deeds” (8). He sees euergetism as
based in broader Greek notions of reciprocity and coming out of the relationship,
often tense in classical Athens, between elite benefactors and a community committed to an egalitarian ethos. This makes for a fascinating and convincing story.
The context of gift exchange is certainly important, but Domingo Gygax
sometimes emphasizes it too much. For example, he aims to show the validity of
his model with Hellenistic cases of “proleptic honors”: people were sometimes
honored merely for promising a benefaction, before they actually carried it out.
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He interprets these in terms of distinctive features of gift exchange, the theory
of which he presents clearly and concisely. He concludes that the Greeks did
not distinguish as sharply as we do between benefactions and rewards or honor,
and thus that beginning a gift relationship with a reward was not problematic to
them (40, 57). Despite his counterarguments, I find more convincing the earlier
and simpler view that the promise was regarded as more or less equivalent to
the benefaction (20), and thus I find “proleptic honors” less of an issue than he
does. Nevertheless, such minor objections should not detract from the gratitude
we owe Domingo Gygax for a rich and stimulating book, important reading both
for historians of the classical Greek polis and for those interested in the later,
fully developed system of euergetism.

PETER HUNT
University of Colorado Boulder

Bruce W. Frier (general ed.) and S. Connolly, S. Corcoran, M. Crawford, J. N.
Dillon, D. P. Kehoe, N. Lenski, T. A. J. McGinn, C. F. Pazdernik, and B. Salway
(eds.), with contributions by T. Kearley. The Codex of Justinian. A New Annotated
Translation, with Parallel Latin and Greek Text. Volume 1: Introductory Matter
and Books I–III. Volume 2: Books IV–VII. Volume 3: Books VIII–XII. Based on
a Translation by Justice Fred H. Blume. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
2016. Pp. clxxxvi, 3176. $750.00. ISBN (Three Volume Set) 978-0-521-19682-6.
Justinian’s lawyers took less than seven years (from February 13, 528 to November 16, 534) to produce a first version of the Codex, the Digest, the Institutes, and a second version of the Codex. This second Codex, authoritatively
reconstructed from various sources both Greek and Latin by Paul Krüger in the
nineteenth century, has now received an equally authoritative translation in this
massive trio of volumes produced by ten respected scholars of Roman law led
by Bruce Frier. And although the creation of Frier’s Codex was fast (less than
ten years), its origins go back to 1919, when Justice Fred H. Blume of the Wyoming Supreme Court undertook the massive task of translating this complex
and difficult text. He did so, with care and accuracy; but his translation was left
in manuscript at his death in 1971. It was rediscovered in the library of the University of Wyoming Law School, made available to Frier and his colleagues, and,
somewhat revised, provides the basis for the present edition.
In Frier’s edition, the translation itself (with laconic but very helpful annotation) appears on the right-hand page, facing the Latin and Greek text taken from
Krüger’s ninth edition of 1914; the text has not been modified, but a telegraphic
apparatus identifies nearly 200 places where the translation has followed a different reading. The annotation also discusses in some detail problems of dating
individual fragments. The text and translation are preceded by a full list of the
titles, with translation; an introduction to Justice Blume’s work by Timothy Kearley; one on the revision of Blume’s translation by Frier; and a superb account
of the Codex and its history by Simon Corcoran. At the end there is an excellent
glossary of Roman law terms and (from Krüger, but with addenda) a chronological list of the constitutions included in the Codex. The whole is printed in a clear

