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Stadiums, sports arenas, and ballparks have 
always been centers of local pride and spirit.  
Many stadiums were celebrated as 
architectural marvels at the time they were 
built. But sports teams sometimes move to 
different cities or demand larger, more 
modern facilities. Once-packed bleachers 
then become empty, and the historic 
stadium often faces demolition.  
 

• Because these huge structures were 
built for very specific purposes, their 
redevelopment for an alternative use is 
particularly challenging. 

 
• Many stadiums sit on land that is more 

valuable than the structures, attracting 
developers who would prefer to demolish 
them in order to put the land to new use 
with a minimal investment. 

 

• Many stadiums from the recent past are 
not old enough to be eligible for National 
Register landmark designation, and are 
unprotected by local preservation laws.  

 

The Mellon Arena “The Igloo,” Pittsburgh, Pa.,  was constructed  in 
1961 and demolished 2011. View  time lapse video of demolition 
here. Read the full story  here and here. Photo: Save the Igloo/Rob 
Pfaffman.  
 

Challenges 

http://youtu.be/QvHpOmD8Zlg�
http://reusetheigloo.org/�
http://arenadigest.com/mellon-arena�


Left: Bush  Stadium (1931) in Indianapolis, Ind., will open as the Stadium Lofts in summer 2013. 
Stadium seats have been repurposed as Indygo bus stop seats. Read the full story here. Photo: By 
Xti90 via Wikimedia Commons 
Right: The Hinchliffe Stadium (1932-33) in Paterson, N.J. Read the full story here. Photo: Jayson 
Navitsky 
 
 "These old ballparks are like cathedrals in America. We don't have big old Gothic cathedrals 
like they do in Europe. But we got baseball parks." 

– Jimmy Buffet, country singer, quoted in Baseball’s Victims of Progress, published in Preservation Online, March 16, 2007.   

 
 

Case Studies 

http://www.coreredevelopment.com/apartments/stadium-lofts/�
http://www.urbanophile.com/2011/12/13/indy-to-repurpose-stadium-seats-at-bus-stops/�
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/ce/Bush_Stadium_Indianapolis.JPG�
http://savingplaces.org/treasures/hinchliffe-stadium�
http://www.preservationnation.org/magazine/story-of-the-week/2007/lost-ballparks.html�
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Lessons for Baseball Park 
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Keith Eggener, “The Demolition 
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Stadium.” The Design Observer 
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The Miami Marine Stadium (1963)  in Miami, Fla. Read more here. 
Interview with architect Hilario Candela can be read here. A photo 
essay can be seen here. Credit: Michael Stephen McFarland. 
 

Additional Resources 

http://places.designobserver.com/feature/demolition-and-afterlife-baltimore-memorial-stadium/36278/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitter�
http://places.designobserver.com/feature/demolition-and-afterlife-baltimore-memorial-stadium/36278/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitter�
http://places.designobserver.com/feature/demolition-and-afterlife-baltimore-memorial-stadium/36278/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=twitter�
http://savingplaces.org/treasures/miami-marine-stadium�
http://www.preservationnation.org/magazine/2013/spring/miami-romance.html�
http://blog.preservationnation.org/2013/03/21/slideshow-behind-the-scenes-preservation-cover-shoot-at-miami-marine-stadium/�
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