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Historic religious buildings are vital to their 
communities. In addition to serving as centers 
of religious practice, they remind us of local 
history, exhibit irreplaceable artistry and 
craftsmanship, and provide needed space for 
community activities and social services. Yet 
historic synagogues, churches, mosques, 
meetinghouses, temples, and other houses of 
worship are increasingly vulnerable to 
deterioration and loss. Urban houses of 
worship face several challenges: 
 
• Development threats to those buildings 

located in urban centers with highly 
competitive real estate markets  

• Shrinking congregations and the steady 
shift of people and wealth away from urban 
centers to the suburbs 

• Deferred building maintenance where 
shrinking congregations also shrink the 
budget 

 The former Second Presbyterian Church  (1904) in Pittsburgh, Pa., 
was rehabilitated  in 2011 for use as a community center and art 
space. Read the full story here. Photo: Michelle Cleese, 
Communications and Development Coordinator for the Union 
Project.  
 

Challenges 

http://www.unionproject.org/history�


Left: Isaac Agree Downtown Synagogue (1930s) in Detroit, Mich., is using the crowdfunding platform 
Indiegogo to raise funds for building’s ongoing rehabilitation. Read the full story here. Photo: IADS 
 
Right: The Old Cambridge Baptist Church (1867-1870) in Cambridge, Mass., was rehabilitated in 
2009 and now provides training and performance space for the José Mateo Ballet Theater. Read the 
full story here and here. Photo: Warren Jagger Photography 
 

Case Studies 

http://www.indiegogo.com/projects/make-it-history�
http://www.ballettheatre.org/facility�
http://www.ballettheatre.org/facility�
http://partnersinpreservation.com/boston/?r=f�


Partners for Sacred Spaces, the 
only national advocate for the 
sound stewardship and active 
community use of America’s older 
religious properties. 
 
National Trust for Historic 
Preservation’s webpage on historic 
houses of worship, featuring case 
studies, and a toolkit.  

The 4th Church of Christ, Scientist Building (1916- 1922) in Seattle, 
Wash., was renovated 1998-1999 and 2010 for a community and 
cultural center, featuring music performances, lectures, and cultural 
events. Read the full story here and here. Credit: Steve Dubinsky 
 

Additional Resources 

http://www.sacredplaces.org/�
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/saving-a-place/historic-houses-of-worship/�
http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/saving-a-place/historic-houses-of-worship/�
http://townhallseattle.org/about-town-hall/�
http://partnersinpreservation.com/seattle/?r=f�
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