
Introduction and Bibliography: Dorothy Sherman Severin, OBE 
Joseph T. Snow, Roger Wright

The Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, Volume 86, Number 1, 2009, pp. v-xiii
(Article)

Published by Liverpool University Press

For additional information about this article
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/259093

[3.138.200.66]   Project MUSE (2024-04-24 15:15 GMT)



Dorothy Sherman Severin

[3
.1

38
.2

00
.6

6]
   

P
ro

je
ct

 M
U

S
E

 (
20

24
-0

4-
24

 1
5:

15
 G

M
T

)



Introduction and Bibliography
•

DOROTHY SHERMAN SEVERIN, OBE

This volume marks the retirement in 2008 of one of the outstanding scholars in 
the field of late medieval Castilian culture. Dorothy Severin was born in Texas 
and enjoyed a delightful family life with her parents and her brother and sister, 
growing up in Dallas. Her schooling was remarkable; she ultimately attained 
admission to America’s best, Harvard University, where she completed all of 
her degrees (AB in 1963, AM in 1964, PhD in 1967). Her doctoral dissertation, 
directed by the Celestina scholar Stephen Gilman, became her first notable book, 
Memory in ‘La Celestina’ (London: Tamesis 1970). It was preceded by her edition of 
La Celestina (Madrid: Alianza 1969; still in print) with its introductory essay by 
Gilman; her 1988 Cátedra edition still sells 25,000 copies per year.

The year 1969 also marked the beginning of Dorothy’s permanent presence 
among British hispanists, when she was offered a lectureship at Westfield College 
in London. She had previously served one-year appointments in the University 
of the West Indies (Jamaica) and in Vassar College. Dorothy was a member of 
Westfield’s distinguished department, under the leadership of John Varey and 
Alan Deyermond, until 1982, when she was appointed to the Gilmour Chair of 
Hispanic Studies at the University of Liverpool. She also became the General 
Editor of Liverpool’s prestigious international review, the Bulletin of Hispanic 
Studies, a position she maintained until her official retirement in the summer 
of 2008. By that point Dorothy had enjoyed a teaching career extending over 40 
years.

Although based academically in England, Dorothy was called to several shorter 
appointments as a Visiting Professor/Scholar at select North American institu-
tions: Harvard (1982), Columbia and Yale (1985), the University of California at 
Berkeley (1996) and the University of Victoria in British Columbia (2001). She 
headed the Department of Hispanic Studies at Liverpool from 1982 until 1989, 
when she became one of the University’s Pro-Vice-Chancellors and Head of the 
Academic Committee (1989–92); she was later elected to a second period on the 
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Academic Committee (2001–03). From 1997 to 2001 she again headed the Depart-
ment, and in 2001, under a new University alignment, Dorothy was appointed 
Head of the School of Modern Languages. She stepped aside from that role in 
2005. In addition, she served for eight years on the Northern Ireland Higher 
Education Council (1993–2001), five years as External Examiner for Trinity 
College, Dublin, and the University of Ghana (1991–96), and two years on the 
British Academy’s Humanities Research Board (1994–96); from 2005 to 2008 she 
was deputy chair of the Research Assessment Exercise’s Iberian sub-panel. These 
appointments collectively attest to the amount of extra time she has invested in 
the advancement of higher education.

Much of Dorothy’s energy over the last ten years has been devoted to WiSPS 
(Women in Spanish, Portuguese and Latin-American Studies), of which she was 
the first president and one of the primae mobiles. WiSPS is concerned with Luso-
Hispanic feminist and gender studies, and the role of women in British and Irish 
universities. Its many study days and conferences have helped maintain the 
vitality of British and Irish Hispanism in general, as WiSPS continues to evolve 
and reshape itself for the new millennium. An institutional career deliberately 
directed towards the promotion of women in both the administrative and the 
academic aspects of university life is thus having successful results, which may 
turn out in retrospect to be as important a legacy as are the advances made by 
Dorothy in our understanding of La Celestina, the cancioneros, and 15th-century 
literature in general.

In addition to her editorial work with the Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, Dorothy 
owns a long service record on the editorial committees of Celestinesca (since 1977), 
Hispanic Review (from 1993), and the Papers of the Medieval Hispanic Research 
Seminar published at Queen Mary in London (since 1995). Dorothy has also 
served in an elected capacity on the Modern Humanities Research Association 
(since 1979), the British Branch of the International Courtly Literature Society (as 
president, 1986–89), the Asociación Hispánica de Literatura Medieval (Executive 
Board, 1997–99), Convivio (the association for cancionero scholars, on the Execu-
tive Committee since 2004), and the International Association of Hispanists (also 
on the Executive Committee since 2004).

For a lifetime of devotion to scholarship, service and administration, and to the 
cause of women in British academia, Dorothy was awarded in 2003 the distinc-
tion of Honorary Member of the Order of the British Empire (OBE), a ceremony 
proudly attended by her mother, her daughter, and her son-in-law.

 Dorothy Sherman Severin is a well-known and widely respected scholar 
of Spanish literature, in particular of that of the 15th and 16th centuries. The 
seventy-odd articles, six monographs and ten editions in the appended bibli-
ography, in addition to over seventy book reviews, are living witness to an 
extraordinary dedication to the Castilian literature of that period, including, 
most notably, La Celestina and the cancioneros, but also Diego de San Pedro, the 
sentimental romances and the poetry and prose of the Isabelline court, with 
occasional excursions into Lazarillo de Tormes and Cervantes. Dorothy’s confer-
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ence appearances have been fully international; she has presented papers not 
only in the UK and in Spain but also in Argentina, Mexico, Canada, the USA, Italy, 
The Netherlands, France, Belgium and Germany. Equally numerous have been 
her appearances as guest lecturer, especially at universities in the USA, England, 
Italy and Spain. Such dedication over a lifetime has been generously supported 
by the American Philosophical Association, the Universities of London and Liver-
pool, the Spanish government and the British Academy and, most recently, by 
the generous grants from the Leverhulme Foundation and the AHRB Resource 
Enhancement Fund for the massive project of editing the Spanish cancioneros 
currently being directed by Dorothy.

The contributors to this Homage volume are all Dorothy’s academic colleagues 
with an interest in the Castilian literature of this period. Many of us have worked 
closely with Dorothy in the past, either as fellow scholars working on the same 
books, in particular Celestina and the cancioneros, or as colleagues in London or in 
Liverpool, or both. The editors found no difficulty in recruiting the participants, 
all of whom wish to honour the contribution she has made to the understanding 
of the culture of that age, a contribution which, we hope and expect, will extend 
well beyond ostensible retirement for many years to come.

We also wish to thank Alan Deyermond and Andrew Kirk of Liverpool Univer-
sity Press for their practical help with this volume.

Joseph T. Snow and Roger Wright
Summer 2008
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PUBLICATIONS OF DOROTHY SHERMAN SEVERIN

Books and Editions

Ed.: Fernando de Rojas, La Celestina (Madrid: Alianza Editorial, 1969 and later 
reprints); with an introduction by Stephen Gilman.

Memory in ‘La Celestina’ (London: Tamesis, 1970).
Ed.: Diego de San Pedro, La pasión trobada (Naples: Istituto Oriental Universitario, 

1973).
Ed.: La lengua de Erasmo, nuevamente romançada por muy elegante estilo, Anejos del Boletín 

de la Real Academia Española, 31 (Madrid: Real Academia Española, 1975).
The ‘Cancionero de Martínez de Burgos’: a description of its contents with an edition of the 

prose and poetry of Juan Martínez de Burgos, Exeter Hispanic Texts, 12 (Exeter: 
University of Exeter, 1976).

Ed. [With Keith Whinnom]: Diego de San Pedro, Obras completas III (Poesías), Clásicos 
Castalia, 98 (Madrid: Castalia, 1979).

Ed. [With Angus MacKay]: Cosas sacadas de la historia del rey don Juan el Segundo 
(BL MS Egerton 1173), Exeter Hispanic Texts, 29 (Exeter: University of Exeter, 
1982).

Ed.: Fernando de Rojas, ‘Celestina’ (1499) with the translation by James Mabbe (1631) 
(Warminster: Aris and Phillips, 1987).

Ed. [With Maite Cabello]: La Celestina, Letras Hispánicas, 4 (Madrid: Cátedra, 1988).
Tragicomedy and Novelistic Discourse in ‘La Celestina’ (Cambridge: Cambridge Univer-

sity Press, 1989).
Ed. [With Michel Garcia and Fiona Maguire]: Cancionero de Oñate-Castañeda (Madison: 

Hispanic Seminary of Medieval Studies, 1990).
Ed. [With Michel Garcia]: Paris Cancionero, PN2; and [with Fiona Maguire]: PN13 

(Cancionero de Salvá); in ADMYTE, Archivo digital de manuscritos y textos españoles, 
ed. C. Faulhaber and F. Marcos Marín (Madrid: Micronet, 1992–93), CD–Rom 
disc O; also ed. [with Fiona Maguire], PN9, in ADMYTE II (1999).

Witchcraft in ‘La Celestina’, Papers of the Medieval Hispanic Research Seminar, 1 
(London: Queen Mary and Westfield College, 1995; 2nd edn, 1997).

[With Vicenta Blay Manzanera], Animals in ‘Celestina’, Papers of the Medieval 
Hispanic Research Seminar, 15 (London: Queen Mary and Westfield College, 
1999).

[With Fiona Maguire], Two Spanish Songbooks; the Cancionero Capitular de la Colombina 
(SV2) and the Cancionero de Egerton (LB3), Textual Research and Criticism, 11 
(Liverpool: Liverpool University Press, 2000).

Del manuscrito a la imprenta en la época de Isabel la Católica, Estudios de Literatura, 86 
(Kassel: Reichenberger, 2004).

Religious Parody and the Spanish Sentimental Romance (Newark, Delaware: Juan de la 
Cuesta, 2005).

Ed. [With Manuel Moreno]: Los cancioneros españoles: materiales y métodos. Papers of 
the Medieval Hispanic Research Seminar, 43 (London: Queen Mary, 2005).
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Articles

‘La pasión trobada de Diego de San Pedro y sus relaciones con el drama medieval 
de la pasión’, Anuario de Estudios Medievales, 1 (1964), 451–70.

‘The earliest version of Diego de San Pedro’s La pasión trobada’, Romanische Forsc-
hungen, 81 (1969), 176–92.

‘Gaiferos, rescuer of his wife Melisenda’, in Medieval Hispanic Studies Presented to 
Rita Hamilton, ed. Alan Deyermond (London: Tamesis, 1976), 227–39.

‘Structure and thematic repetitions in Diego de San Pedro’s Cárcel de Amor and 
Arnalte y Lucenda’, in Hispanic Review, 45 (1977), 165–69.

[With Ralph Penny], ‘Around the world in Spanish’, in Geographical Magazine 
(February 1978), 322–28.

‘Humour in La Celestina’, in Romance Philology, 32 (1979), 274–91.
[With Harvey L. Sharrer], ‘Fifteenth-century Spanish fragments of a lost prose 

Alexander’, in Medium Aevum, 48 (1979), 205–12.
‘Parodia y sátira en La Celestina’, Actas del sexto congreso internacional de Hispanistas 

(Toronto: Toronto University Press, 1980), 695–97.
‘Cota, his imitator, and La Celestina: the evidence re-examined’, Celestinesca, 4.1 

(1980), 3–8.
‘“El falso boezuelo”, or the partridge and the pantomime ox’, Celestinesca, 4.1 

(1980), 31–33.
‘Fernando de Rojas and Celestina: the author’s intention from Comedia to Tragico-

media de Calisto y Melibea’, Celestinesca, 5.1 (1981), 1–5.
‘Aristotle’s Ethics and La Celestina’, La Corónica, 10.1 (1981), 5–58.
‘A minimal word-pair study of Celestina: more evidence about the authorship of 

Act I’, Celestinesca, 7.2 (1983), 11–12.
‘Calisto and Orphic music’, in Creation and Re-Creation: Experiments in Literary Form 

in Early Modern Spain. Studies in Honor of Stephen Gilman, ed. R. Surtz and N. 
Weinerth (Newark, Delaware: Juan de la Cuesta, 1983), 1–5.

‘Is La Celestina the first modern novel?’, Revista de Estudios Hispánicos (Puerto Rico), 
9 (1982), 205–09.

‘La parodia del amor cortés en La Celestina’, Edad de Oro, 3 (1984), 275–79.
‘“El Ynfante Epitus”: the earliest complete Castilian version of the “Dialogue of 

Epictetus and the Emperor Hadrian”’ Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, 62 (1985), 
25–30.

‘Albas and alboradas in La Celestina’, in The Spirit of the Court: Selected Proceedings of 
the Fourth Congress of the International Courtly Literature Society (Toronto 1983), ed. 
Glyn S. Burgess et al. (Woodbridge: Boydell and Brewer, 1985), 327–29.

‘In memoriam Keith Whinnom (1928–1986)’, Dicenda, 5 (1986), 249. 
‘Celestina: the Marciales edition’, Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, 64 (1987), 237–43.
[With Joseph T. Snow], ‘La casa de Pleberio en Salamanca’, Celestinesca, 12.1 (1988), 

55–58.
‘From the lamentations of Diego de San Pedro to Pleberio’s lament’, in The Age 

of the Catholic Monarchs, 1474–1516. Literary Studies in Memory of Keith Whinnom, 
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ed. Alan Deyermond and Ian Macpherson (Liverpool: Liverpool University 
Press, 1989), 178–84.

‘No vale un dinero’, in Studies in Honor of Bruce W. Wardropper, ed. Dian Fox et al. 
(Newark, Delaware: Juan de la Cuesta, 1989), 267–78.

‘Celestina’s courtly lyrics and James Mabbe’s English translations’, in Courtly 
Literature, Culture and Context, ed. Keith Busby and Erik Kooper (Amsterdam: 
John Benjamins, 1990), 523–29. 

‘The Workshop Celestina: Almeida Theatre, London 1990: an appreciation’, Celesti-
nesca, 14.1, (1990), 83–84.

‘Ruiz de Alarcón’s romantic heroine’, in Golden Age Spanish Literature: Studies in 
Honour of John Varey by his Colleagues and Pupils, ed. Charles Davis and Alan 
Deyermond (London: Westfield College, 1991), 207–14.

[With Fiona Maguire], ‘Fernán Pérez de Guzmán’s Loores de santos: texts and tradi-
tions’, in Saints and their Authors: Studies in Medieval Hispanic Hagiography in 
honor of John K Walsh, ed. Jane E. Connolly, Alan Deyermond and Brian Dutton 
(Madison: Hispanic Seminary of Medieval Studies, 1990), 151–68.

‘Language and imagery in Mayor Arias’ poem “Ay mar braba esquiva” to her 
husband Clavijo’, in Homenaje a Hans Flasche, ed. K.-H. Körner and G. Zimmer-
mann (Stuttgart: Franz Steiner, 1991), 553–60.

[With Fiona Maguire], ‘The Spanish Songbook project’, Journal of the Institute of 
Romance Studies, 1 (1992), 49–57.

‘El cancionero didáctico de la Colombina’, in Actas de X Congreso de la Asociación 
Internacional de Hispanistas (Barcelona, 21–26 de agosto de 1989), ed. Antonio 
Vilanova (Barcelona: PPU, 1992), I, 331–35.

‘La Celestina (teatro, director: Fernando Cobos). Teatro Estable, Granada’, Celesti-
nesca, 16.1 (1992), 85–86.

‘Celestina as a comic figure’, in Fernando de Rojas and ‘Celestina’: Approaching the Fifth 
Centenary, ed. Ivy A. Corfis and Joseph T. Snow (Madison: Hispanic Seminary 
of Medieval Studies, 1993), 165–79.

‘Celestina and the magical empowerment of women’, Celestinesca, 17.2 (1993), 9–28.
‘Cancionero: un género mal nombrado’, Cultura Neolatina, 54 (1994), 95–105.
‘Fernando de Rojas, Celestina. Adaptación (de la traducción inglesa de James 

Mabbe) de Max Hafler y Nick Philippou, London, Nov.–Dec. 1993’, Celestinesca, 
18.1 (1994), 79–80.

‘La Celestina’ in Reference Guide to World Literature (London: Gale Research Interna-
tional Ltd., 1995), 1024–25.

‘A letter of complaint from Fernando de Antequera about Leonor López de 
Córdoba’, in Nunca fue pena mayor: estudios de literatura española en homenaje a 
Brian Dutton, ed. Victoriano Roncero López (Cuenca: Universidad de Castilla-
La Mancha, 1996), 643–54.

Review-article on John Dagenais, ‘The Ethics of Reading in Manuscript Culture: 
Glossing the Libro de Buen Amor’, Romance Philology, 50 (1996), 116–21.

‘Two letters of devotional advice to nuns in the Cancionero de Egerton (Dutton 
LB3)’, in Spain and its Literature: Essays in Memory of E. Allison Peers, ed. Ann L. 
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Mackenzie, Textual Research and Criticism, 15 (Liverpool: Liverpool Univer-
sity Press, 1997), 65–77.

‘Was Celestina’s Claudina executed as a witch?’, in The Medieval Mind: Hispanic 
Studies in Honour of Alan Deyermond, ed. Ian Macpherson and Ralph Penny 
(London: Tamesis, 1997), 417–24.

‘Diego de San Pedro’s Arnalte y Lucenda: subtext for the Cardenio episode of Don 
Quijote’, in Studies on the Spanish Sentimental Romance (1440–1550): Redefining 
a Genre, ed. Joseph J. Gwara and E. Michael Gerli (London: Tamesis, 1997), 
145–50.

‘Animals and abuse in Celestina: the dog and the ass’, Celestinesca, 21 (1997), 
111–14.

‘John Clifford’s Inés de Castro (1990)’, in Inés de Castro. Studi. Estudos. Estudios, ed. 
Patrizia Botta (Ravenna: Longo Editore, 1999), 283–85.

‘Pármeno, Lazarillo y Las Novelas Ejemplares’, Ínsula, 633 (September, 1999), 26.
‘Mena’s maga, Celestina’s spell and Cervantes’ witches’, Donaire, 13 (1999), 

36–38. 
‘El público de Celestina: del manuscrito a la imprenta’, Concentus Libri, 10 (1999), 

264-66.
‘Audience and interpretation: Gradisa the cruel and Fiometa the rejected in Juan 

de Flores’s Prosimetrum, Grimalte y Gradisa’, in Cultural Contexts/Female Voices, ed. 
Louise M. Haywood, Papers of the Medieval Hispanic Research Seminar, 27 
(London: Queen Mary and Westfield College, 2000), 63–71.

‘El humor en La Celestina’, in Estudios sobre la ‘Celestina’, ed. Santiago López-Ríos, 
Clásicos y Críticos, 198 (Madrid: Istmo, 2001), 32–77.

‘La Ética de Aristóteles y Celestina’, in Tras los pasos de ‘Celestina’, ed. Patrizia Botta 
et al. (Kassel: Reichenberger, 2001), 43–52.

‘Diego de San Pedro from manuscript to print: the curious case of La pasión trobada, 
Las siete angustias, and Arnalte y Lucenda’, La Corónica, 29.1 (2000), 187–91.

‘Los seminarios de Londres sobre cancioneros’, in Canzonieri iberici, ed. Patrizia 
Botta, Carmen Parrilla and Ignacio Pérez Pascual, Biblioteca Filológica, 7–8 
(La Coruña: Toxosoutos, 2001), II, 19–20.

‘Germán Orduna en Inglaterra’, Incipit, 20–21 (2000–01), 309.
‘Songbooks as Isabelline propaganda: the case of Oñate and Egerton’, in Medieval 

Spain. Culture, Conflict and Coexistence. Studies in Honour of Angus MacKay, ed. 
Roger Collins and Anthony Goodman (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 
2002), 176–82.

‘Celestina: a life’, Celestinesca, 25 (2001), 101–06.
‘Prosimetrum and Cervantes: Grimalte y Gradissa, Galatea, and Grisóstomo’ in Morada 

de la palabra: homenaje a Luce y Mercedes López-Baralt, ed. William Mejías López 
(San Juan: Editorial de la Universidad de Puerto Rico, 2002), II, 1522–27.

‘The sentimental genre: romance, novel, or parody?’, La Corónica, 31.2 (2003), 
312–15.

‘Los romances contrahechos de Diego de San Pedro’, Cancionero General, 1 (2003), 
71–75.
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‘Diego de San Pedro’s Passion poem and the Spanish Passion play’, in New Approaches 
to European Theater of the Middle Ages, an Ontology, ed. Barbara I. Gusick and 
Edelgard E. DuBruck (New York: Peter Lang, 2004), 109–13.

‘Del manuscrito a la imprenta en la época de los Reyes Católicos’, in Literatura 
y conocimiento medieval; Actas de las VIII Jornadas Medievales, ed. Lillian von der 
Walde, Concepción Company and Aurelio González (Mexico: UNAM, UAM, 
Colegio de México, 2003), 33–48.

‘The relationship between the Libro de Buen Amor and Celestina: does Trotacon-
ventos perform a philocaptio spell on Doña Endrina?’ in A Companion to the ‘Libro 
de Buen Amor’, ed. Louise M. Haywood and Louise O. Vasvári, Monografías, 209 
(Woodbridge: Tamesis, 2004), 123–27.

‘Celestina’s audience, from manuscript to print’, in ‘La Celestina’ 1499–1999: Selected 
Papers from the International Congress in Commemoration of the Quincentennial Anni-
versary of ‘La Celestina’, New York, November 17–19, 1999, ed. Ottavio DiCamillo 
and John O’Neill (New York: Hispanic Seminary of Medieval Studies, 2005), 
197–205.

‘Política y poesía en la corte de Isabel la Católica’, in Dejar hablar a los textos: 
Homenaje a Francisco Márquez Villanueva, ed. Pedro M. Piñero Ramírez (Sevilla: 
Universidad, 2005), I, 239–50.

‘Rodríguez del Padrón, parodist: Los siete gozos de Amor’, in Juan Rodríguez del Padrón: 
Studies in Honour of Olga Tudorică Impey, ed. Alan Deyermond and Carmen 
Parrilla, I: Poetry and Doctrinal Prose, Papers of the Medieval Hispanic Research 
Seminar, 47 (London: Queen Mary, 2005), 75–83.

‘The Sepultura de Macías by San Pedro – but which San Pedro?’, in Medieval and 
Renaissance Spain and Portugal: Studies in Honor of Arthur L.-F. Askins, ed. Martha E. 
Schaffer and Antonio Cortijo Ocaña (Woodbridge: Tamesis, 2006), 301–08.

‘Two fifteenth-century Spanish literary conjurations and their relationship to 
Lucan’s Pharsalia VI’, in Magic and the Classical Tradition, ed. Charles Burnett 
and W. F. Ryan, Warburg Institute Colloquia, 7 (London: Warburg Institute/
Turin: Nino Aragno Editore, 2006), 213–22.

‘The four recensions of Fray Íñigo de Mendoza’s Vita Christi, with some unpublished 
stanzas’, in From the Cancioneiro da Vaticana to the Cancionero general: Studies in 
Honour of Jane Whetnall, ed. Alan Deyermond and Barry Taylor, Papers of the 
Medieval Hispanic Research Seminar, 60 (London: Queen Mary, 2007), 225–34.

‘Witchcraft in Celestina: a bibliographic update since 1995’, La Corónica 36.1 
(2007), 237–43.

‘Narrative religious verse’, in Keith Whinnom after Twenty Years: His Work and its 
Influence, ed. Alan Deyermond, Papers of the Medieval Hispanic Research 
Seminar, 53 (London: Queen Mary, 2008), 67–73.

‘Preface: a brief history of WiSPS’, in Making Waves Anniversary Volume: Women in 
Spanish, Portuguese and Latin American Studies, ed. Ann Davies, Parvathi Kumar-
aswami and Claire Williams (Newcastle: Cambridge Scholars), ix–xi.

 In press: ‘A necrological poem for Juan de Mena by Antón de Montoro’, in the 
proceedings of the Harvard symposium in honour of Francisco Márquez 
Villanueva. 
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Other Volumes Edited

Celestinesca, 8.2 (1984), In Honor of Stephen Gilman, with Foreword.
[With Ann L. Mackenzie], ed., Hispanic Studies in Honour of Geoffrey Ribbans (Liver-

pool: Liverpool University Press, 1992).
Proceedings of the Women in Spanish, Portuguese and Latin American Studies 

Conferences held in London, May 2000 (Donaire, November 2000 and the 
Journal of Romance Studies, April 2001) and June 2001 (Bulletin of Hispanic Studies, 
July 2002).

An Electronic Library of the 15th-Century Castilian Cancionero Manuscript Corpus (web-
site, 2007; http://cancionerovirtual.liv.ac.uk).


