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(seikatsu kaizen) and the discourse about “culture life” (bunka seikatsu) that emerged
in the 1920s. As he makes clear, the latter was a much wider discourse than earlier
discussion of the katei, owing to expanded opportunities for both men and women to
acquire a secondary education and markedly increased numbers of salaried white-
collar households. Women’s magazines such as the Housewife’s Companion partic-
ipated, as did a growing number of architects who now turned their attention to
designing “culture houses” (bunka jûtaku) for middle-class urban and suburban resi-
dents. Using architectural drawings and photographs to telling effect, Sand demon-
strates how the culture house emerged as a small dwelling combining Western and
Japanese elements, suitable for nuclear families. He also documents the insinuation
of architects into the house-building process and the responses of traditional crafts-
men and geomancers to this challenge to their long-established roles. Finally, and of
particular interest to the social historian, he shows how middle-class housewives grad-
ually acquired influence over the “aesthetics of the domestic environment” (p. 345),
their homes becoming not only “the site of childrearing and domestic labor” (p. 344),
but also a venue for the expression of feminine taste.

Sand acknowledges from the outset that he is dealing with a minority within the
population of early twentieth-century Japan. The urban new middle classes on which
he focuses were outnumbered by the “old urban middle classes” of shopkeepers and
the proprietors of small factories, not to mention the urban working classes and the
country’s even larger population of farmers, whom he rather problematically refers
to as “peasants” throughout the book. He makes a solid case, however, for examin-
ing this self-conscious minority and the evolving cultural project in which its mem-
bers engaged over two generations. Fascinating in itself, that project also forms a basis
for understanding the aspirations and behavior of much larger numbers of middle-
class Japanese in the postwar era.

Frauenerziehung und Frauenbild im Umbruch. Ideale von Mädchenerziehung,
Frauenrolle und weiblichen Lebensentwürfen in der frühen Jogaku zasshi
(1885–1889). By Nadja Kischka-Wellhäusser. Munich: Iudicium, 2004. 380
pages. Softcover €34.20.

MARGARET MEHL

University of Copenhagen

Anyone who has used Jogaku zasshi for their research and read some of its articles
will appreciate the work that has gone into this book and welcome the contribution it
makes to our knowledge about the journal and the main force behind it, Iwamoto
Yoshiharu (1863–1942). An important source for the early history of the women’s
movement in Japan, Jogaku zasshi has received little attention from Western schol-
ars, and even in Japan research had mostly concentrated on certain aspects rather than
the general significance of the journal.

Established in 1885 as the successor to Jogaku shinshi, founded the year before and
edited by Iwamoto Yoshiharu and Kondô Kenzô (1855–1886), Jogaku zasshi
continued until 1904 as the first long-lived women’s magazine. Nadja Kischka-
Wellhäusser’s declared aim is to examine Iwamoto’s central ideas regarding female
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education, the family, and women’s place in society—themes he discusses in many
articles during the early years of Jogaku zasshi. She also explores the role of litera-
ture by women in the journal. Although Iwamoto did not explicitly state his views on
literature, Jogaku zasshi provided an important forum for female contributors.
Kischka-Wellhäusser further seeks to delineate the institutional setting of female edu-
cation and emancipation; Iwamoto was a cofounder of the girl’s school Meiji Jogakkô
as well as the Tokyo Women’s Christian Temperance Association, established in
December 1886.

Before she gets to her main themes, however, the author spends nearly one hun-
dred pages providing background information. The first chapter deals with social and
intellectual developments in the Edo period. The values of the samurai class became
the basis for legal reforms after the Meiji Restoration; the ie-structure of samurai fam-
ilies became the legal norm for all of Japanese society. At the same time, different
ideas about the role of women were discussed in the early Meiji years, for example
by members of the Meirokusha and representatives of the Movement for Freedom and
People’s Rights. Early female campaigners contributed to the discussions, including
Kishida Toshiko, who (as Nakajima Toshiko) later became an important contributor
to Jogaku zasshi. The information provided as background is hardly new, but it is well
summarized; Kischka-Wellhäusser has referred to new research and is critical of
received ideas. Since she is writing for a German audience, the inclusion of such gen-
eral information is useful, as it is not easily accessible in German.

In her third chapter, Kischka-Wellhäusser at last approaches her main subject,
Iwamoto Yoshiharu and Jogaku zasshi. She pays particular attention to the influence
of Protestant Christianity on his thought and work and to the significance of his com-
bined roles as editor, deputy head (later head) of Meiji Jogakkô, and driving force
behind the Tokyo Women’s Christian Temperance Association. Iwamoto’s views of
women’s role as expressed in his early writings she describes as seemingly more tra-
ditional than those advocated by representatives of the Japanese Enlightenment or the
People’s Rights movement. Iwamoto lamented the loss of what he called “female
virtue” even while showing approval of new rights and more educational opportuni-
ties for women. But to his traditional view, typical of his samurai background, he
added Western, in particular Christian, concepts of marriage and the role of the house-
wife and mother. Throughout the chapter, Kischka-Wellhäusser provides extensive
information on the context of Iwamoto’s activities, on other women’s journals at the
time Jogaku zasshi was founded, on female education, including missionary schools,
and on women’s associations. Although this can make it hard to keep track of her main
subject, it does give a good idea of the wider historical context, showing how Iwamoto
fitted into the general trend.

The fourth and longest chapter finally deals with Jogaku zasshi itself and with its
female contributors. Kischka-Wellhäusser seeks to show how the journal developed
in its early phases. She describes 1889 as a major turning point, because, from that
year onwards, the influence of female authors on the journal’s character, including
Iwamoto’s wife, Wakamatsu Shizuko (whom he married that year) became increas-
ingly evident. In 1890 eight women became permanent members of the editorial staff.
With this change came a stronger emphasis on literature, particularly literary fiction
by women.

To describe in detail the process by which Jogaku zasshi established itself, the
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author divides the period from 1885 to 1889 into five phases. The ten issues of the
first phase, from 20 July to 8 December 1885, were similar to the journal’s predeces-
sor, Jogaku shinshi; discussions of women’s role in society extolled traditional virtues,
as well as offered practical advice on household matters and lessons in Japanese lit-
erature. But editorials discussing Western ideas and news about women in Japan and
the world suggested a new tendency. This became more apparent from the eleventh
issue (20 December), which marks the start of the second phase, with more articles
by the editors and increased emphasis on education and social reform.

From the thirtieth issue (25 July 1886) the focus on reform and on debate about
women’s position in society became even more clear; contributors included promi-
nent opinion leaders of the day, such as Katô Hiroyuki and Shimada Saburô. The third
phase, in which the aim to enlighten and to educate is most apparent, ended abruptly
with the journal’s suspension following publication of the article “Adultery of the
Nation” in issue 65 (25 May 1887). From the next issue (9 July 1887) the journal’s
shift in emphasis from reform to literary fiction becomes discernible with a new sec-
tion entitled “Shôsetsu.” Another new section was called “Foreign News about
Women.” In December 1887, the editor announced a reform of Jogaku zasshi, with a
stronger focus on the discussion of female education and women’s rights, but also
with a greater variety of articles. Towards the end of this phase a clear trend can be
seen towards literary fiction by women, both in contributions and in the themes of
Iwamoto’s editorials. This trend became even more striking with the next phase, intro-
duced with the 160th issue (4 May 1889). Kischka-Wellhäusser describes later devel-
opments until 1894, after which date there were no more significant changes in the
character of Jogaku zasshi. Generally, the years 1889 to 1894 are depicted as the jour-
nal’s most successful period, but, as Kischka-Wellhäusser points out, little research
has been done on the journal’s last eleven years of alleged decline.

For Iwamoto’s views on women, the author relies chiefly on his editorials between
1885 and 1888 (four of which are translated in the appendix). She discusses the dif-
ferent elements of his thought in detail and illustrates them with many quotes.
Iwamoto’s postulation of men’s and women’s equal worth and of a “natural” division
of roles, with women’s place being mainly in the home, was hardly new or original.
But he also stressed women’s importance as citizens and conceded that for some
women work outside the home might be acceptable and desirable. The most impor-
tant new element was Iwamoto’s emphasis on the emotional content of the woman’s
sphere and his ideal of the Christian home centering on the nuclear family, with new
family rituals, such as family meals. Another new and even radical element was
Iwamoto’s demand that men, rather than superficially clamoring for women’s rights,
should be willing to change their own way of thinking about women and to introduce
fundamental reforms to improve the position of women. Iwamoto’s ideal of women’s
education went beyond preparing females for their role in the home to include higher
intellectual education in the sciences as well as the arts. His journal encouraged wom-
en’s intellectual development. From the beginning it included contributions by
women, among them essays by schoolgirls, often from Meiji Jogakkô, and articles by
future writers, some whom Kischka-Wellhäusser introduces.

One point, which Kischka-Wellhäusser mentions in passing and which perhaps
deserves more consideration by future researchers, is the attention devoted in the early
issues of Jogaku zasshi to the question how men and women should associate in pub-

Monumenta Nipponica 60:1114



lic (kôsai, shakô). At the time, the widely reported, lavish parties at the Rokumeikan
as well as the new women’s associations demanded a public role of women, who had
to relate to men outside their family and close acquaintances. Another question that
future researchers might investigate is how the ideas of Western-influenced writers
like Iwamoto compare with the views of educators of women who have so far been
neglected as supposedly conservative and less interesting. One, Miwada Masako
(1843–1927), published her views on female education in the 1890s and early 1900s
and expressed similar ideas about men’s and women’s equal value but different “nat-
ural” roles; she stressed women’s responsibility to society and the need for female
education beyond the elementary level.

Based on a doctoral dissertation and (presumably) published without major struc-
tual revisions, this book at times threatens to overload the reader with factual details,
and there is also a fair amount of repetition. But Kischka-Wellhäusser has produced
a sound piece of scholarship, which adds significantly to our understanding of the
Meiji discourse on women and the roots of the women’s movement.

Women and the Labour Market in Japan’s Industrialising Economy: The Tex-
tile Industry before the Pacific War. By Janet Hunter. London: Routledge
Curzon. 336 pages. Hardcover £65.00.

BARBARA MOLONY

Santa Clara University

Janet Hunter’s numerous articles on the textile industry and its female workers have,
since the 1980s, offered tantalizing hints of the issues she develops in this fine mono-
graph, which will be the standard treatment of the Japanese textile industry and its
workers for years to come. Hunter leaves virtually no stone unturned, and even those
topics that she claims to set aside for other studies benefit from her keen analysis.
Hunter synthesizes the narratives of labor conditions, workers’ characteristics, histori-
cal dimensions of labor migration, wages, recruitment, development of silk reeling,
cotton spinning, and weaving technologies, business decision-making, government
policies, social reformers’ actions, labor activism, and legal and social constructions
of gender.

Presenting all that material in a single 300-page work is itself a major contribution
to the fields of labor and gender history. But what makes this book unique are the mul-
tiple bridges Hunter builds—between cultural and economic approaches to the study
of women and girls in textiles, among the silk, cotton, and weaving industries, between
discourse and economic conditions, and between gender history and labor history. As
she notes in her introduction, “an understanding of economic considerations must be
combined with analysis of institutional and cultural factors if we are fully to com-
prehend the pattern of Japanese development. Rhetoric, attitudes and perceptions exist
side by side with economic considerations, and influence, and are influenced by them”
(p. 3). While covering so much territory and breaking free of traditional single-
discipline approaches, Hunter writes with a commendably accessible style.

Hunter’s command of the historiography is impressive. She weaves her commentary
on previous authors’ contributions seamlessly into her descriptive narrative. While
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